
By Joe Preston 

Board President 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s been almost 

fifteen years since my family moved to 

Montreux. Many of the attributes that at-

tracted us to this community remain to-

day, thanks in large part to the fine people 

who have served on the HOA Board of 

Directors. Our common area maintenance 

has set the standard for similar eastside 

communities. Our relationships with Issa-

quah officials and employees have helped 

us to maintain high-level services and 

responsiveness to our needs.  Our finan-

cial picture today is the result of a fiscally 

responsible approach that is rarely seen 

in an HOA run exclusively by volunteers. 

As Montreux approaches its 20th birth-

day, however, all of us need to be aware 

that we could be facing a challenging 

time. Almost all suburban communities 

will face a time when their community’s 

property values and quality of life will ei-

ther stay at a high level or they will start to 

decline. Which way we go will depend in equal 

parts on our collective actions as homeowners 

through the HOA and our individual actions in 

maintaining our individual properties. 

Thanks to all of you who have been diligent in 

maintaining your residences and landscaping 

at such a high level. This has as much impact 

on visitors and those of us who live here as do 

our waterfalls, our landscaped entrance, and 

the drive up Village Park Drive. 

The Board through the CC&R committee will 

continue to send “friendly reminders” where 

needed to urge residences to perform needed 

maintenance. 

Thanks again to all who volunteered this past 

year. Special thanks to Barbara Shaw who did 

an outstanding job as HOA President. Barbara 

stepped up at a time when her plate was very 

full. Special thanks also to Henry Ping who 

orchestrated another successful summer so-

cial and coordinated the annual garage sale. 

President’s Corner 

Charter Memberships Available at the New YMCA 

The YMCA will be opening its 

new Coal Creek YMCA in the 

fall of 2009. The facility is 

located a short drive away 

from Montreux in the New-

castle area. 

The 48,000 square-foot 

facility will include 2 fully 

accessible pools – a 25 

yard lap pool and a 25 yard 

recreational pool with water 

features, two large gyms for 

basketball, volley ball and 

youth sports leagues, a 

teaching kitchen, teen cen-

ter, community meeting 

spaces and other health 

and wellness facilities. The 

building will also include 

state-of-the art cardio and 

strength training equipment. 

 Charter memberships are 

available now, which will 

allow individuals and fami-

lies to waive initiation fees. 

For more information and 

for a virtual tour of the facil-

ity, go online at http://

www.seattleymca.org and 

click “We’re Growing”.   
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Myrt Nelson and Chris Steele 

Landscaping 

Spring has been a busy time 

this year for the Montreux 

landscaping committee. 

After a harsh winter and 

rainy spring, many plants 

were damaged and needed 

to be replaced, especially in 

the waterfall area, and the 

neighborhood monuments 

needed some attention as 

well. We held a work party 

on May 2 and were able to 

accomplish a few of the 

tasks on our list and would 

like to schedule another one 

later this summer.  

 

Many thanks to Deb and 

Terry Bichsel, Todd and 

Brenda Elliott, Joyce Stew-

art, Judy Spicer, Marty Nel-

son, Chris and Bob Steele, 

John and Gretchen Rydall, 

Ed and Diana Gwinn, Mark 

and Laura Freeman and a 

few other residents who 

turned out to help us. 

  

In addition to our annual 

color planting at the water-

fall, we have replaced most 

of the shrubs in front of the 

main Montreux sign with 

new shrubs and grasses and 

have added five large gran-

ite boulders. New sod has 

been laid to complement 

the new plantings, and lower 

profile plants have been 

planted in front of the water-

fall and pond. 

The aging rock rose plants 

in the two areas of the 

grassy berm along Village 

Park Drive have been re-

moved, and new red rhodo-

dendrons have been 

planted in the lower area. 

We have had two sprayings 

for aphids on our maples in 

the development and one 

spraying for aphids on the 

arborvitae, which are the 

evergreen plants lining Vil-

lage Park Drive. The entire 

development has received 

new landscape bark this 

spring. 

  

As you may have noticed, we 

delayed the mowing and 

weed whacking on one side 

of Village Park Drive for two 

weeks this year so everyone 

could enjoy the wildflowers 

a little longer. As much as 

we would like to let the 

grasses and flowers grow 

naturally all season, we 

have found that the alder 

saplings become a problem if 

left alone, and the grass can 

become a fire hazard as it 

dries out over the course of 

the summer. 

With a development the size 

of ours, irrigation issues are 

bound to occur, and we are 

asking all residents to be vigi-

lant about leaking sprinkler 

heads or water running un-

checked during the day in our 

common areas. Four resi-

dents have volunteered to 

help with emergency irrigation 

issues, so please contact one 

of them if you see a problem. 

Many thanks to the following:  

Jon Greene (643-9145), Dick 

Clark (644-4712), Joe Preston 

(641-1670) and Jerry Mack 

(641-3453). 

 

Finally, we’d like for all 

Montreux residents to take 

ownership of our beautiful 

development and not be hesi-

tant to pull a weed near a 

monument or on an island or 

give some plants a little extra 

water if you see them strug-

gling. We welcome your ideas 

and concerns and appreciate 

your support. 

Beautiful Montreux 
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“...we’d like for 

all residents to 

take ownership of 

our beautiful 

development and 

not be hesitant to 

pull a weed...or 

give some plants 

a little extra 

water if you see 

them struggling.” 



By Jerry Lilly 

Ponds & Waterfalls 

All systems are currently 

working as they should in all 

three lakes and at both falls 

at the bottom of the hill.  

The water in the falls is be-

ing treated with chlorine 

tablets every few 

weeks, and the debris 

and scum were re-

cently removed from 

the large pond in the 

vicinity of the wet well.  

The overflow pipe in 

the large falls was re-

cently raised about 

four inches to prevent 

minor overflows when 

the pumps shut down 

at night. 

 

It is time to start planning 

for treatment of the water 

retention ponds for the sum-

mer.  I have contacted WE 

Electric, and they are at-

tempting to obtain the nec-

essary licenses to provide 

this service to us this year.  

If they are unable to provide 

this service we may be 

forced to ask Aquatechnex 

to service our lakes.  Hope-

fully, WE Electric will come 

through for us one more 

time. 

 

There are two future projects 

that we will need to address 

in the next few years.  One is 

the replacement of the electri-

cal control panel for the water 

feature at the Montreux en-

trance on Newport Way.  The 

other is the dredging of the 

lakes to 

remove 

the sedi-

ment that 

has accu-

mulated 

over the 

years. 

Report on Ponds and Waterfalls 
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Cougar Mountain has been 

home to many wildlife crea-

tures long before there were 

developments such as 

Montreux. Being located 

adjacent to a wildlife pre-

serve offers us the opportu-

nity to observe animals in 

their native habitat. This can 

be a mixed blessing, espe-

cially if you lose your cat to a 

coyote or your birdfeeder to 

a bear. 

 

Fortunately, serious threats 

to humans from wildlife en-

counters in this region are 

extremely rare. Neverthe-

less, the news of a rare cou-

gar sighting on a trail in our 

extended community or the 

report of a strolling backyard 

bear will alarm residents, 

especially those with small 

children. While there is no 

need to be overly alarmed, it 

would be wise to exercise 

some precautions to ensure 

the safety of both the home-

owner and the wildlife. 

 

Coyote sightings are fairly 

common in Montreux and 

keeping cats indoors as 

much as possible will en-

sure they don’t become a 

coyote snack. Don’t leave 

pet food outdoors, if at all 

possible, as it could attract 

coyotes, raccoons and 

bears. In fact, feeding wild-

life, even the cute little crit-

ters, is not a good idea. This 

will attract the little guys to 

your property, which in turn, 

will attract larger carnivores 

following their prey. 

 

Bears will spend a great 

amount of time and energy 

digging under, breaking down, 

or crawling over barriers to get 

food, including garbage. 

Odors emanating from the 

garbage in our recycling bins 

can be a natural attraction to 

bears. Keep your yard waste/

garbage containers in your 

garage. Bear experts recom-

mend putting garbage out for 

pick-up shortly before the 

truck arrives – not the night 

before. Keep fish parts and 

meat waste in your freezer 

until day of pickup. 

Living with Wildlife Requires Taking Precautions 

“Don’t leave pet 

food outdoors … 

keep your yard 

waste / garbage 

containers in your 

garage.” 



A Montreux resident has 
approached the Board of 
Directors with the idea of 
constructing a community 
owned pool and clubhouse 
building. The presentation 

was in a very early concept 
stage leaving many unan-
swered questions. The 
Board has neither taken a 
position for or against the 
proposal. 

If you have an interest in 
this concept and would be 
willing to serve on an ex-
ploratory committee, 
please contact a member 
of the Board of Directors. 

Thanks to all of 

those who have 

contacted the 

ACC before 

starting your 

projects and  

for keeping 

Montreux a 

beautiful place 

to live! 

 

Summer is a busy time for do-

ing the outside projects to our 

homes – such as painting, re-

modeling, roof replacements, 

landscaping, etc. 

Remember, there is a require-

ment in the CC and Rs (which 

are part of the title to your prop-

erty) to contact the Montreux 

Architectural Control Commit-

tee and obtain approval before 

any changes are made.  Sub-

mitting requests is easy for 

most projects and can be han-

dled in short order. 

If you plan on any work or have 

any questions, please call Jerry 

Mack, Chair of the ACC at 425-

641-3453 or jerry-

mack06@comcast.net. 

Community Pool/Clubhouse Proposal 

Keeping Montreux Beautiful! 

Montreux Annual BBQ 

volunteers for serving beer, 

setup, and cleanup.  Please call 

or email Susanna Wilken, (425)

223-5996, 

Wilken1@comcast.net  

By Susanna Wilken 

Social 

Mark your calendars for Satur-

day, September 12!!  Children's 

Bike Parade at 4 p.m.,   BBQ at 

4:30.   DJ, games, food and 

Beer Garden.   We need stu-

dent volunteers who would like 

to earn service hours, and adult 
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“Remember, 

there is a 

requirement...to 

obtain approval 

before any 

[outside] 

changes are 

made.” 


