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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Peter Roppo, President 

MONTREUX Homeowners Association

I'd like to thank everyone who was able to attend the Montreux community 
Annual Meeting which was held at the Lewis Creek Center in April.  There was a 
good turn out with about 40 homeowners present.  As we reviewed the financial 
information and the budget for 2011, the question came up about whether we 
have enough money to adequately maintain the quality of our neighborhood.  A 
lively discussion ensued and whether the quarterly dues should be increased in 
order to make sure that Montreux does not decline.  The concerns about the 
need to keep Montreux up to the level that we have all come to expect are 
welcome and much appreciated.  I'm not sure how many other communities 
would have had a discussion that encouraged the Board to raise our dues.

 I thought that I would spend a moment to discuss the budgeting process that the 
Board goes through for those that were not able to attend the meeting.  Each 
year the Board creates a budget based on our expected expenses.  The budget 
is then presented at the Annual Meeting for a vote of approval from the 
homeowners.  For 2011, the budget presented and approved held our dues at 
the 2010 level.  As we all know, expenses tend to rise over time so the fact that 
our dues have remained constant for a number of years now is a credit to those 
on the Board who have found ways to create efficiencies to save us all a lot of 
money.  However, this trend may not be able to continue much beyond 2011.

The Board also goes through a capital planning process every couple of years to 
project our long term expenses for the major cost items that support our 
infrastructure like our irrigation system, the fountains at the bottom of the hill and 
the storm water retention ponds.  We just completed this process this month and 
have determined that the $33,300 that we have been setting aside each year for 
this capital fund appears to be sufficient to support our needs going forward.

The annual meeting also included the vote on the election of the proposed slate 
of new and standing board members.  There are two new board members this 
year; Judy Fenyk-Melody as vice-president and Joseph Nee as social 
committee coordinator.  I'd like to thank both of them for graciously volunteering 
their time and energy to the neighborhood and to the board.

Speaking of our community activities, I'd like to remind everyone that the annual 
block party and barbecue will be coming up this fall.  Please be on the lookout for 
more information on this event in the near future.

Peter Roppo
peterroppo@gmail.com, tel. 425-401-1488.



Montreux Web Site –
 www.montreux-hoa.org

For documents, finances, background, newsletters, 
reports and more about our beautiful MONTREUX 
community.

A NOTE FROM JUDY
Judy Fenyk-Melody, VP Montreux HOA

Are you interested in an opportunity and privilege that will give you access to 
information and people?  The quickest way is to become involved in your 
Montreux community.  As a newly elected VP and Montreux Board of Director 
(BOD) member, I have been impressed with the time and attention that BOD 
provides in representing Montreux homeowners.  I characterize them first as 
fiscally responsible, as we should be in the care of our personal finances.  
Secondly, they are even-handed with application of the CC&Rs in order to keep 
our community beautiful and architecturally consistent, protecting our home 
values.  Thirdly, they are a broadly talented group of busy Seattle-area 
professionals, who also serve as volunteers and resources for Montreux 
homeowners.  Most importantly, these are my neighbors that I would have never 
met without getting more involved with the homeowner’s association (HOA).  
Did I really know what I was getting into when I accepted the nomination?  No, 
but, I felt supported by the other BOD members, and time was on my side--I had 
a year to kick back, relax, and learn the ropes.  Then, I was approached by 
Duane and Doris Burke, the editors for our Montreux Newsletter.  They blanketed 
their intention with an offer to dinner and drinks at the Bellevue Club.  How could 
I turn down food, wine and an opportunity to get to know a neighbor and board 
member?  (Ha! Bait and Hook!)  The hook was that they wanted me to consider 
serving as advisor to the Newsletter.  What this really meant was that they 
wanted someone to volunteer to suggest and/or write articles…., but advisor 
sounded better!  Ok, so I really didn’t have any other “job” as VP of the HOA 
BOD, and we did enjoy a great meal together.  How could I say no?  
A couple of weekends ago, we had our first Community Communications (aka, 
Newsletter) meeting to brainstorm ideas around what a good neighborhood 
newsletter should achieve.  There were lots of details that we discussed around 
the concept.  The past newsletters have had great content.  How could it be 
better?  Ultimately, we all agreed that we wanted a steady publication that was 
broadly relevant & informative to all Montreux families, easy to read, and 
sustainable.  (Yes, one day the Burke’s really want to retire from the editorial 
business, so their legacy will be a newsletter that doesn’t require special 
computer programs or editorial experience.)  We want people to want to be part 
the newsletter and for the newsletter to be part of the community.  If you are 
interested in the future of the newsletter, please consider joining this committee.  
If you aren’t interested in being on the committee, we welcome your help with 
suggestions for improvement, ideas, and article contributions!  



Are you interested in an opportunity and privilege that will give you access to 
information and people?  The quickest way is to become involved in your 
Montreux community-either as a board member or committee volunteer.  We will 
make sure to highlight other HOA committees in subsequent newsletters.  Who 
knows, it might lead to dinner with a great neighbor!  Judy Fenyk-Melody, 
jfenyk@gmail.com

LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
Doris & Duane Burke, Editors

Judy Fenyk-Melody, VP & Chairman, MONTREUX News Advisory Committee
Lynn Mack, Gardening Advisor & MONTREUX News Advisory Committee 

Our goals for the quarterly MONTREUX News this year are to increase 
homeowner participation in the newsletter, to broaden the content and to 
increase it's service to the community. We hope that it also helps foster the 
community's spirit of friendship and cooperation.

With the above goals in mind, we suggest the following ways you can each 
participate.
1. Recommend your service providers. It can help them be more successful and 
it can help your neighbors.
2. Provide reader feedback. Your comments and suggestions to the editors can 
help the editors keep the newsletter most useful to you.
3. Contribute articles and stories. It is important to inform each other on issues of 
common interest. And it is also good to be entertained, to laugh and to be 
provoked into thoughtfulness by fiction.
4. Encourage your children to think and express their thoughts in writing. We all 
enjoy the thoughts of our children.
5. Ask questions about the community and about how the all-volunteer home 
owners association functions, how it's members can help you and how you can 
be a part of it.
6. Send announcements:
    - new neighbors
    - baby births
    - graduations
7. Become a member of the MONTREUX News  Advisory Committee headed by
MONTREUX VP, Judy Fenyk-Melody (email: jfenyk@gmail.com) or one of the 
other MONTREUX HOA committees.

We look forward to your participation.

Best regards,
Doris & Duane Burke, Editors, MONTREUX News, Duaneburke@aol.com
Judy Fenyk-Melody, MONTREUX HOA Vice President, jfenyk@gmail.com 
Lynn Mack, Member, MONTREUX News Advisory Committee, 
mackhome@comcast.net



FINANCES
Jay Willenberg, Treasurer

The treasurer completed an analysis this month, and reported it at the June 
Board meeting, which showed that the $33,300 that we have been setting aside 
each year for the capital fund appears to be sufficient to support our needs going 
forward. The Board agreed at it's June meeting to accept this report as it's official 
position.

The latest MONTREUX HOA financial report will be posted on the association's 
web site: montreux-hoa.org

Jay Willenberg, Treasurer, 425-641-1606, jwillenberg@comcast.net

MAINTENANCE REMINDERS
John Bryon, Chairman, CC&R Committee

As Spring moves into Summer and our lawns and shrubs are growing fast, a 
reminder that the CC&Rs require us to keep our hedges and shrubs trimmed and 
lawns mowed. As a guideline, they should be kept as tidy as the common areas 
and all yard waste and trash containers shall be not visible from the street.

Another reminder to all boat and motor home owners. 'Storage of boats, 
campers, motor homes and trailers within the property is prohibited'.

I have also noticed a number of driveway lamps inoperable or with burnt out 
bulbs. (I should add, my own have water damage and will be replaced soon!) It is 
a condition of the CC&Rs that the lamps should provide a minimum of 150 watts. 
In todays world of energy efficiency and the common use of florescent and other 
types of illumination, it would be helpful for the CCR committee if there is there 
any homeowner with an electrical background that could help us consider what 
an equivalent level of Lumens would be?

One final thing, I have received a couple of complaints about dogs running off 
their leash. The CC&Rs say that "Dogs shall not be permitted to run at large", 
and perhaps as a surprise to many, "No living unit shall more than three animals".

John Bryon, email: j_bryon@Comcast.net



EXTERIOR CHANGES?
Obtain ACC Approval 

 Jerry Mack, Chairman, Architectural Control
 Summer is obviously the favorite time for doing the outside projects on our 
homes, such as painting, remodeling, roof replacements, landscaping, etc. 
 Montreux continues to be a beautiful place because homeowners care about the 
looks of their homes and property.
 
Remember, there is a requirement in the CC and Rs to contact the Montreux 
Architectural Control Committee and obtain approval before any such changes 
are made.  Submitting requests are easy for most projects and can be handled in 
very short order, especially if you have a good description of the planned work.
 
You will recall that last year the homeowners voted in favor of revising the CC 
and Rs to allow certain asphalt composite roofing material.  Several homeowners 
have replaced their cedar shakes with this type of material since the revision was 
made.  It seems that this material (made by several manufacturers) is becoming 
the preferred replacement material.  If you are considering this approach, please 
obtain a copy of the CC and R section, available on the Montreux website, and 
provide it to your contractor as the specifications are contained in this section, 
including the colors allowed.
 
If you plan on any work or have any questions, please call Jerry Mack, Chair of 
the ACC at 425-641-3453 or jerrymack06@comcast.net.  
 
THANKS for keeping Montreux a beautiful place to live!

New Electric Controller to be 
Installed

Marty Nelson, Chairman, Electrical Committee
During June our contractor, WE Electric Contracting will be removing the old, 
unsightly electrical panel located above the waterfall and will replace it with a 
new state of the art controller cabinet.  The end result will be an attractive cabinet 
with landscaping to hide it from the street .  This controller is the central brain for 
the lights, waterfall pumps, electrical and water management systems.
WE Electric Contracting is an excellent resource for contracting services 
including electric, home remodels and floor refinishing.  They are also a major 
contractor to Puget Sound Energy for the installation of home generators.

Marty Nelson
Electrical
425-891-1082 (cell)



  PONDS & WATERFALLS
Jerry Lilly, Chairman, Ponds & Waterfalls Committee

We are still investigating the cause of the water leak at the waterfalls at
the Newport Way entrance to Montreux.  The current theory is that the leak
may be in the lower pond on the west side of the large falls.  To verify
this we have temporarily blocked off the water flow to this side of the
water feature.  That is why you see no water falling from this lower pond
area.  Obtaining accurate water loss data has been difficult due to rainfall
and possible leaks in the irrigation system serving the planting surrounding
the waterfall.  At the present time it appears that blocking off the water
flow to the lower west pond has significantly reduced the amount of water
loss in the system.  It may take a few more weeks to complete the water leak
tests and isolate the problem.
     The electrical contractor is currently assembling the components of the new
control panel for the waterfalls, and installation is expected near the end
of June.  Both waterfalls will be shut down completely for a few days during
the installation of the new control panel.  In addition to bringing the
control panel up to current electrical codes, the new system will have
several new control safety features including: pump overheating warning, low
water level warning, pump seal failure warning, and low ambient air
temperature shutdown.  The system will also include an internal modem which
will enable the system to send system warnings via email or text message to
selected smart phones and computers.  This important feature will help us to
respond more quickly to problems at the waterfalls.
     Summer is soon upon us, so treatment of the three main water retention 
ponds
will be starting soon.  Northwest Aquatic Ecosystems (who performed this
service for us last year) is scheduled to inspect and treat the ponds on or
before June 17. 
     Finally, we are still investigating the possibility of capturing rainwater
to be used to refill the waterfall ponds at the Newport Way entrance to
Montreux.  The idea is to capture rainwater from the storm drain system on
rainy days and store the water in an underground storage tank above the
falls.  The new electrical control panel is being designed to enable it to
control the use of the stored water from the storage tank when it is needed.
Currently, the water that is used to refill the waterfall ponds is the same
drinking water that is used to irrigate the plants and lawns of Montreux.
This is fairly expensive water, so if we can get permission from the City of
Issaquah to do this we could see significant cost savings.  This is one of
the reasons why we are conducting the leak tests on the waterfalls.  The
amount of water leakage will be a major factor in the pay-back period for
the rainwater storage system.  This is still in the conceptual design stage,
and we do not have a cost estimate for this system at this time.  We should
have more information on this in the next newsletter.

Jerry G. Lilly, Ponds & Waterfalls, 206-972-6919 (cell)



GROUNDS & LANDSCAPING 
Myrt Nelson, Chair, Grounds & Landscaping Committee

 
After much planning in March and April, the summer color planting went in down 
at the waterfall, across the street under the large Montreux signed wall, and at 
the monuments.  There were many new trees and perennials planted in various 
areas of the neighborhood, including the 5 islands.  New barking was placed 
around the tree wells and on the islands all for a cleaner look.

Questions arise about each year about the timing of the mowing of the hillsides 
coming up Village Park Dr.  So we want you to know why the mowing takes place 
when it does, and why we mow before all the wild flowers have bloomed or been 
enjoyed by all.  So here is why:

1.  If we wait until the flowers bloom fully, the grass begins to “lodge” or lay down 
and then it is difficult for the mowing machine or people who weed whack, to get 
it all mowed properly.
2.  We are required to maintain the elimination of the alders and we do that with 
the grass cutting.  If the cutting of those new growth alders is delayed too long, 
the alders cannot be cut with the mowing and require a special cutting with a new 
charge.
3.  When we wait any longer and it gets warmer, out come the wasps and we 
have sent several guys to the ER for stings with the later mowing and week 
whacking.   

I know this is a very sensitive subject for many. Those wild flowers are so 
beautiful and we all enjoy them.  One year, we had them weed whack around the 
flowers and then the mowers came back later and cleaned it up.  Frankly it 
looked tacky because the flowers end up with long blades of grass left in with the 
flowers.  The next year, we mowed one side and let the other side bloom.  The 
cost to do so was ½ again what we usually pay.  So, here is one way you can 
enjoy the flowers – try driving up Lakemont Blvd.  At the same time, notice how 
the alders are encroaching on all the nice evergreens along the road.  J

Your board has approved a proposal to have 1000 of the 4” irrigation heads and 
nozzles replaced on our irrigation system, beginning at the waterfall and 
proceeding up Village Park Dr.  The equipment for this upgrade is conditional on 
the acceptance by Cascade Water Alliance who will provide a $10,000 rebate for 
replacement of our old heads and nozzles. Installation will begin upon receipt of 
a written acceptance by Cascade Water Alliance.

Myrt Nelson, tel. 425-653-2145, myrtn@Comcast.net



CHRISTINE IN THE GARDEN
Christine Davis, Owner, GardenSage

June is the month each year when I fall in love with gardening all over 
again.  It is the month when things start to happen – really happen – in the 

landscape.  Azaleas and rhododendrons that just sit there 
dutifully filling space during most of the year put on a show 
that rivals even that of the most exotic of tropical plants.  
Humble roadside foxglove send up pastel, speckled-throated 
spikes that cottage garden dreams are made of. Swoon-
worthy Oriental poppies, papery and complex, unfold 
overnight and take my breath away as I catch a quick glimpse 
backing out of my driveway in the early 
morning.  The list goes on and on. Take your 
coffee out into the garden in the early morning 
and notice the drops of rain water beading up 

like tiny crystal paperweights on the tender leaves of lupine and 
ladies mantle.  Even the vine maples are blooming (yes maples 
bloom!) and when I walk under an old one in my back yard, the 
humming of bees among the tiny buds is almost a dull roar. Even 
in this rainy, damp, late spring there is so much to love.  We are 
grey sky and rain weary (believe me, I hear it every day at work, 
over and over), but we have it to thank for this lush, abundant and 
sudden display.  
 On a practical level, the weeds have also been abundant. It is time to go 
into combat mode before the shot weed seeds ripen, explode and pop up 

everywhere. My favorite tool to combat this is a Hula Hoe.  I 
don’t believe in compromising the health of my soil and 
therefore my plants with the use of chemicals, so getting 
familiar with this tool early in the season will pay off in the long 
run.  Then mulching to shade out light to prevent further weed 
seed germination is also a smart move that will save me work 
later.  This is best done with something that will not only 
suppress weeds but feed the soil in the process.  Compost is a 
good choice, but there are other options that combine compost 
and fine wood products that are better than straight bark, which 
leaches nutrients from the soil as it breaks down.  

 This cool, moist weather also provides an absolutely perfect time to plant 
new shrubs, trees and perennials to replace those that didn’t make it through our 
challenging winter.  Mother Nature is on your side now because you will need to 
keep these new plantings moist as they send out new roots and establish 
themselves in your landscape.  Transplanting shock is also greatly lessened 
during this kind of weather. And why not make room somewhere for a couple of 
new finds at the local nursery.  I’m shifting things around for the new 
‘Bloomerang’ lilac – a miniature lilac that even the smallest landscape can 
accommodate.  Today I saw another new small and worthy addition – ‘Little Devil’ 
– a dwarf ninebark, that I’m sure I can find a space for.  And it seems there are 



always new barberries coming along that tempt me.  I never thought I’d say 
“tempt” and “barberry” in the same sentence, but you should 
see the colors they come in now!  
 Another joy this time of year is actually being outside 
and watching all the wildlife activity that we miss during the 
winter.  For attracting hummingbirds, my two favorites (they 
are annuals I buy each year) are ‘Garden Meister’ fuchsia 
(an upright) and ‘Pineapple’ sage (culinary sage with leaves 
that smell like pineapple and tubular, screaming-red bells).  
They bless me with hours spent throughout 
the summer watching the feeding frenzy 
outside my kitchen window.  For attracting 
butterflies, there are also many wonderful 

choices.  A new miniature buddleia (butterfly bush) called 
‘Flutterby’ will bring them into your yard, as will asters, 
coneflowers and milkweed.  It is also time to clean out and 
reassemble the birdbath in readiness for the blue jay’s evening 
visits.  Yes, summer will eventually get here.  But in the 
meantime I’m taking some time to appreciate the cool, damp 
lushness that is not that unusual for June in the Northwest.  

Christine Davis is a Certified Professional Horticulturist who works at 
Molbak’s Garden + Home in Woodinville.  She also has a garden coaching 
business, GardenSage, and can be reached at yourgardensage@gmail.com  

Foot note: pictured flowers (from top to bottom)
The first picture is of a rhododendron.
The lime green foliage with the water beading up on it is lady's mantle.  
The close-up is of Victoria Louise poppy.
The blue/purple spike is lupine. 
The last picture is a close-up of bleeding heart - not eluded to but a classic spring 
bloom. 

MONTREUX BLOCK PARTY & BBQ
Joseph Nee, Chairman, Social Committee

Montreux's very popular, community block party (BBQ) will be September 10.  
Details will come later.  Volunteers are always welcome.
Email me at: nee.zulin@gmail.com

GARAGE SALE
The Montreux garage sale went well and the NORTHWEST CENTER did come 
to pick up the donated items. We hope that it was successful for all who 
participated. Please contact me if you have any suggestions for improvement. 
Email: nee.zulin@gmail.co



COMMUNITY COMMENTS
WATCH FOR CHILDREN  -  DRIVE SLOW
Could you please put a reminder in the newsletter for drivers to go slow in 
the neighborhood? We've got a great crop of little kids who are out there on 
scooters and bikes now that the weather is getting better. 
Thanks!
Jessica

 EMAIL ADDRESSES.
Email addresses for 88 percent of the Montreux homeowners have now been 
received thus permitting them to receive the MONTREUX News and associated 
notices as well as email communications from Montreux board members. Our 
thanks to Rosemary Freeman, our accounting representative, for her help by 
putting reminders on the quarterly invoices asking homeowners to supply their 
email addresses. If you are not receiving the MONTREUX News directly, please 
send your email address to Doris and Duane Burke, Editors of the MONTREUX 
News, at duaneburke@aol.com

RECOMMENDED SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

One or more Montreux residents have recommended the following service 
providers

 
Yard Maintenance
Sear An, tel. 206-434-9684
Sam Barrett, Lakeside Landscaping, tel. 425-652-5534
Lotus Landscape Design, tel. 425-378-7789
http://www.lotuslandscapedesign.com/review.php
RB Landscaping, tel. 206-293-7769, 206-251-5436

Landscape Improvements
Lakeside Landscaping, Sam Barrett, owner, Tel. 425-652-5534
Legacy Landscaping, Tel. 425-391-3134

Gutter Cleaning
Wayne Whitney, tel. 206-354-9406
 
Handyman
Mike Beffa, tel. 425-830-0306

House Cleaning
Brenda's Home Cleaning, tel. 206-293-7547, Brenda Aguilar - owner
Homecleaningmakeover@gmail.com
 



Carpet Cleaning
Fibertech
George Andrew Sedlack, owner; office: 206-283-9915, cell: 206-730-5825
 
Dog Walking
Taylor Gwinn, tel. 425-643-9945
Austin Melody, tel. 425-283-6480
Kate Rhodes, tel. 425-533-7720
 
Garage Doors
All City Door, Inc.,  425-865-8188
Ric’s Garage Door Repair, tel. 425-827-6257
 
Sprinklers Systems & Backflow Testing
Alpine Sprinklers, tel. 425-391-8701
 
Painting:
Antonio Roman, tel. 425-443-8590
 
Granite Countertops
Costco, tel. 425-313-0965
 
Roofing Contractors
CERTIFIED CONTRACTORS, INC.
1551 127th Place NE, Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 646-9441 (425) 451-3904 (Fax) (888) 206-3676 (Toll Free)

Electrical
WE Electric Contracting, tel. 425-508-6382, Jake Longfellow, Owner
 
Medical & Dental Services
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, tel. 507-284-2111
Dr. Robert L. Frye, Cardiologist
 
Overlake Clinic & Hospital, Bellevue, tel. 425-688-5000
Dr. Joseph W. Doucette, Cardiologist
Dr. Allen J. Geltzer, Internist
Overlake Clinic, Issaquah,  tel. 425-313-0151

University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, tel. 206-598-3300
 
Dr. Michael Rizen, Ophthalmologist, Eye Clinic of Bellevue, tel.425-454-7912
 
DD. Kris Swanson, Dentist, Overlake Clinic, Bellevue tel.425-454-4434
 
Accounting
Laurel Rich, Bettinger, Mifflin, Rich CPA Group, tel. 425-827-8771
 
Athletic Clubs
Bellevue Club & Hotel, Bellevue, tel. 425-454-4424
Sue Henderson, water aerobic instructor, 425-637-4610



KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE
Submitted by the Issaquah School District

 
Please take a moment to read an important press release the Washington State 
Patrol has asked Issaquah schools to share with you. Detectives are seeking 
witnesses and information in the possible sexual assault of a minor just outside 
Issaquah.
Questions and comments should be directed to Detective Stacy Moate at (425) 
401-7746.
 
This is a good opportunity to share these important safety tips with your children:
• Never talk to a stranger;
• Never let a stranger get too close, whether the stranger is in a car or walking;
• Never tell a stranger any personal information, such as name, age, or address;
• Try to walk in pairs with a friend or an adult;
• Stick to safe, well-lit paths when walking;
• Do not obstruct hearing with iPods or portable music players when walking or 
waiting outside;
• If a stranger tries to grab you, yell as loudly as you can and run away;
• Immediately alert an adult if a suspicious person approaches you. 
Thank you for your help in keeping children safe!

ISSAQUAH POLICE REPORTS
There have been break-ins and robberies in adjacent neighborhoods last year 
and in recent months, but now the problem has come to Montreux. 

In February there was a garage broken into on Alpenglow. In June there were 
two robberies reported, another garage robbery on Verese and a car-prowl 
robbery on Montreux.
So, we need to take sensible precautions to avoid problems.
 
Safety Tips: Here are a few reminders:
 1. Keep your doors and windows locked.
2. Have a home alarm system and use it.
3. Keep your garage doors shut when not coming and going.
4. Be sure that your outside lights are working and on at night.
5. Don’t open your door to strangers and be sure the children don’t either.
6. Let a neighbor or two know when you will be out of town. 
7. Leave your radio or TV on while you are away from home.

Areas for Extra Caution: As you might expect, police reports show that the 
commercial areas of Issaquah are where most problems are reported. So, extra 
caution, particularly at night, is suggested for Front Street, Gilman Blvd. and East 
Lake Sammamish Pkwy.
Don't leave valuables within sight in your car. 



WARNING ABOUT SOLICITORS
Article contributed by a Montreux homeowner

Soon the weather will be better and Montreux will be invaded by out-of-town, 
door-to-door salespeople for magazine subscriptions, donations for rehabilitation 
camp, artwork, and other apparently legitimate causes.  I am not talking about 
our young neighbors selling Girl Scout cookies or middle schoolers trying to fund 
their band trip to Camp Orkila.  The solicitors I am talking about are highly 
organized professional groups from out-of-state (the last one checked was traced 
to the East Coast).  
 
Older teen-agers and young adults are flown in, dropped off in a neighborhood 
such as Montreux by a van.  They go door-to-door with stories such as "we are 
former drug users, who are asking support for our rehabilitation 
program."   Generally, these young adults are well dressed and have a 
professional sales pitch.  Many are very polite and engaging.  When asked for 
their permit to solicit door-to-door (required by the City of Issaquah), they will 
flash some type of ID badge and deny that a permit is necessary.  If they are 
refused they can become pushy, angry, or threatening.
 
These organizations have been sending these vans of people to our 
neighborhood for more than 15 years (usually spring and fall).  Each time they 
come, the Issaquah police are called, and one or more of them is stopped and 
questioned.  The van driver then rounds up his solicitors, and they go 
somewhere else.  The police have not been able to target the parent 
organizations because they are out of state. 
 
I suspect that these organizations are taking advantage of these young people, 
who probably do not benefit from their work.  More important, these solicitors 
pose a security threat.  They are violating the solicitation laws of Issaquah.  They 
are filling our neighborhood with persons who are able to provide information 
about our homes (which houses bought magazines last year, which people are 
never home, identity information, etc.).  Having these people in the neighborhood 
also makes it more difficult to identify other suspicious persons (prowlers, 
burglars, etc).  On several occasions in saying "no" to these solicitors, I have had 
unpleasant and defensive responses.  On one occasion, I had to order them off 
my property and believed there was a real possibility of violence.
 
One of the reasons these people keep coming back is that some homeowners do 
buy their products.  Of course, everyone is free to follow his or her conscience.  
However, buying these materials merely encourages them to return next year.  
The Issaquah Police have recommended that we call them as soon as such 
persons show up in our neighborhood.  In the past, the police have responded 
immediately and questioned the solicitors.  Most home protection guidelines 
recommend exercising great care in opening your door to unknown persons, 
even in a very safe neighborhood such as ours.  It is important to the security 
of Montreux that these organizations not be encouraged to canvass our 
neighborhood.
 



RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP
By Judy Fenyk-Melody, DVM, DACLAM

Several recent complaints have been made to Montreux’s board that some home 
owners and children are not picking up after their pets.  
 
Dealing with pet waste is one of those topics that every pet owner must deal with, 
even on those wintry, cold and rainy days. The majority of our community and 
neighborhood pet problems result from the inappropriate handling of pet waste, 
as evidence by this second newsletter reminder within the past few months. 
 Remember, pet waste is the greatest source of potential health risk for your pet 
and your family.  Please do your part by always picking up after your pet.

Preventing Stool Eating
While most dog owners think this doesn't apply to their dog, the reality is that 
most dogs will engage in this unsavory practice at some point in their life.  Dogs 
evolved as carnivore/scavengers and feces were considered fair game in lean 
times.   Fecal to oral spread of disease is a (somewhat preventable) common 
route of infection for disease.

Disease Control
Did you know that there are several common diseases that can be transmitted to 
dogs, cats and people through feces?  Some zoonotic diseases, diseases that 
both pets and people are susceptible to, include Giardia, roundworms, 
Salmonella, and E. coli.  In addition, your dog can spread or contract Parvovirus 
or Coronavirus through infected dog feces.  

Responsible Pet Ownership
There are probably fewer things that aggravate neighbors more than when a dog 
that 'goes' in their yard. Pet owners need to clean up after their pet every time 
they go to the bathroom.   No exceptions.  If you are in a park or neighborhood, 
pick it up with a plastic bag and dispose of properly.  Don't make your 
responsibility somebody else's problem.

MONTREUX RESIDENT - JANE KUECHLE
GOES TO FISH
  By Warren Kagarise

Jane Kuechle spent many hours as a girl on family road trips to out-of-the-
way Oregon places.

Jane Kuechle: "Wherever we went, we would stop whenever we saw a salmon 
hatchery,” she recalled.

Kuechle, a longtime leader in local nonprofit organizations, is about to spend 
more time at a salmon hatchery. The expert in fundraising and nonprofit 
management is the next executive director of Friends of the Issaquah Salmon 
Hatchery, the nonprofit group responsible for education and tours at the 
downtown hatchery.



Issaquah Mayor Ava Frisinger, FISH board president, said members selected 
Kuechle from more than 30 applicants.
“The board went through a very long and rigorous process of selecting people,” 
Frisinger said after announcing the appointment May 26.

Kuechle starts in the FISH role June 13 — during the lull before the autumn 
spawning season. The organization conducts educational tours at the state-
operated Issaquah Salmon Hatchery during salmon runs and the Salmon Days 
Festival. FISH members also assist in annual salmon-spawning activities and 
other programs.

“They’ve done a tremendous job of getting it to where it is,” Kuechle said. “I 
thought, here’s an opportunity to take it to the next level.”
The long-term strategy she offered to the FISH board during the interview 
process impressed members.
“I talked about how I would try to do some long-range planning with them, looking 
at where we want this organization to be in three years, in five years,” she said. 
“That seemed to resonate with what they were looking for as well.”
Kuechle brings a collaborative management style and voluminous knowledge of 
the local nonprofit community — as well as social media savvy — to the FISH 
role.
In addition, she served last year on the Regional Transit Task Force, a group 
formed to plot a long-term vision for King County Metro Transit. Kuechle said she 
enjoyed serving on the task force because the position required members from 
diverse backgrounds to work together to achieve consensus. (Issaquah 
Councilman Fred Butler also served on the panel.)

Kuechle, a 27-year Issaquah resident, retired from full-time employment late last 
year after stints at United Way of King County and AtWork! The executive 
director position is part-time.
“I wanted to find a way to get involved in my own community,” she said.

Kuechle succeeds former FISH leader Gestin Suttle. The former journalist and 
Sammamish resident served as FISH executive director from April 2003 until 
March 2011, before joining YWCA Seattle-King-Snohomish.

Warren Kagarise: 392-6434, ext. 234, or wkagarise@isspress.com. 
Reprinted courtesy of Issaquah Press,   www.issaquahpress.com.



SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
By Duane Burke

With coaching from Doris Burke
HELPING A FRIEND
We have a friend who had a communications problem. When her husband 
retired, she was concerned about their finances and questioned whether or not 
they could maintain their accustomed lifestyle.

Whenever she attempted to discuss her concerns with her husband he would 
dismiss her concerns and would not discuss the subject with her. As a result, she 
was experiencing real anxiety.

She related this communications problem to us.

Although the details were different, we recognized the similarities to the 
communications problem that we had solved many years earlier. So, we 



recommended to our friend that she layout her concerns in detail, in an email to 
her husband, a few feet away in the same house.

To his credit, her husband, who we also know, was very touched 
when he read the details of her concerns and proceeded to explain to 
her that he would continue his affiliation with his company (GM) as a 
consultant and that their lifestyle would not be affected! That was 
several years ago. We are glad to say that they are very happy in 
retirement. Although now, she wishes her husband wasn't traveling so 
much with his consulting work, but that's a separate problem.

PS: The child blowing his nose is our great grandson, Jack.
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REAL ESTATE: HOT 
OFF THE PRESSES

 Ken Pearson, Senior Loan Officer, Sterling Bank
“May Housing Starts, up 3.5% for the month to a higher-than-expected 560,000 
unit annual rate. The gain included a 29% increase in multi-family starts, which 
are now up 17.5% over a year ago. New building permits were also up in May, by 
8.7%, to a 612,000 annual rate. Permits indicate the level of starts a short time 
out, so some economists see the beginning of an upward trend. With the number 
of homes under construction at the lowest levels on record back to 1970, and as 
inventories continue to come down, home building will certainly need to grow 
considerably.

Experts are now saying we'll need to find homes for 150 million more people, the 
projected growth of the U.S. population in the next 30 to 40 years. This will spur a 
ramp up in home building and sales once the housing recovery gets going. On 
our way to that recovery, the Mortgage Bankers Association (MBA) reported 
purchase loan demand up a seasonally adjusted 4.5% from the week before and 
up 6.1% over a year ago! But wise buyers should act now, as MBA economists 
expect 30-year fixed-rate mortgage rates to rise a bit by the end of the year and 
in 2012.”

Real Estate Activity Increases 
in Montreux

Marty Nelson, owner,  Sterling Northwest Reality
We are in the most active part of the home selling season which starts in early 
April and slows down by August.  Summer sunshine brings out weekend home 
buyers and “lookielu’s” so If you intend to sell this year, now is the time to be on 
the market.  
Presently there are three “Active” homes for sale in Montreux and they have 
been on the market for an average of ~50 days.  Seller’s are holding their prices 
trying to maximize the equity in a difficult market.  A few homes have sold in a 
matter a few days thanks to upgrades  and value pricing.
Here are some tips to getting your home ready to sell:

• Clean up the front yard, mow and trim the trees – buyers want to see the front 
of the house
• Clean your shake roof, pressure washing produces the best appearance and 
helps maintain the  longevity of the roof
• Clean your carpets
• Paint your trim both inside and out
• Remove the clutter – buyers want to put themselves in “their” home
Hire a Realtor.  A professional Realtor can help you get the most for your home 
and can guide you through the difficult process.



Renting
At least three homes are presently available for rent in Montreux.  As a 
professional Property Manager, I recommend that a careful tenant screening be 
conducted prior to writing a lease.  Good screening makes for good tenants.  
If you are renting your home to tenants, make sure that the yard and exterior of 
the home is maintained to keep up the appearance of our development.  Offer to 
provide yard service as part of your lease and visit the property monthly to make 
sure things are acceptable.

Marty Nelson, owner,
Sterling Northwest Reality, 425-891-1082 (cell)

"Give me the keys and I'll do the rest"

Marty Nelson
Designated Broker - Owner

Sterling Northwest Properties
5609 NW Lac Leman Dr.

Issaquah, WA 98027

marty@sterling-northwest.com
www.sterling-northwest.com

tel: 425-996-7164
fax: 425-527-6989

mobile: 425-891-1082

 

 



Montreux Real Estate Update – June 2011
CURRENTLY FOR SALE:
   List Price      Sq. Feet       Address   
$785,000 2,720 18506 NW Montreux Drive
829,950 3,610 18676 NW Bernina Court
889,950 4,160 5555 NW Konigs Court
559,000 3,500 4948 Alpen Glow Pl NW

PENDING:
List Price      Sq. Feet       Address      Pending Date   
$549,900 3,370 4906 Alpen Glow Pl NW 04-28-11
699,950 3,290 5820 NW Lac Leman Dr 06-10-11
699,995 3,230 18145 NW Village Pk Dr 06-14-11

  

SOLD (March – June, 2011): Cumulative
List Price      Sq. Feet                Address      Sold Date      Sold Price       Days on Market   
$556,000 2,950 5280 NW Village Park Dr 04-26-11 $510,000 105
750,000 3,290 5860 NW Lac Leman Dr 05-19-11 $770,000 3

These days, curb appeal must transfer into web appeal too.  That means that all
pictures of your property should create web appeal – an instant attraction –
drawing the buyer into your home for an in-person look.  With so many home
searches now originating online, having professional photographs is a key part of
successful marketing.  After all, a picture is worth a thousand words!  You may
want to ask your realtor if he/she will provide professional photographs when
your home is listed.

Are you thinking of making a move in the near future?  A realtor will be able to
provide you with a complimentary market evaluation of your home.

Susan Gardner
Keller Williams Realty Bellevue

425-635-8088
Your Neighbor and Realtor

~ Feel free to call with real estate questions ~
505-106th Avenue NE, Suite 210, Bellevue, WA 98004

susan.gardner@comcast.net      http://susan-gardner.com



Living with Wildlife

BLACK BEARS
From Washington Department 

Of Fish & Wildlife

The American black bear is the most common and widely distributed bear in 
North America. 
Do's and Don'ts in Bear Country
• Facts about Washington’s Black Bears
• Viewing Black Bears
• Bear Encounters
• Bear Attacks
• Preventing Conflicts
• Professional Assistance
• Public Health Concerns
• Legal Status
• Additional Information
   
American black bears (Ursus americanus), are the most common and widely 
distributed bears in North America. In Washington, black bears live in a diverse 
array of forested habitats, from coastal rainforests to the dry woodlands of the 
Cascades’ eastern slopes. In general, black bears are strongly associated with 
forest cover, but they do occasionally use relatively open country, such as 
clearcuts and the fringes of other open habitat.

The statewide black bear population in Washington likely ranges between 25,000 
and 30,000 animals. As human populations encroach on bear habitat, people and 
bears have greater chances of encountering each other. Bears usually avoid 
people, but when they do come into close proximity of each other, the bear’s 
strength and surprising speed make it potentially dangerous. Most confrontations 
with bears are the result of a surprise encounter at close range. All bears should 
be given plenty of respect and room to retreat without feeling threatened.

Do's and Don'ts in Bear Country

To avoid encounters with black bears while hiking or camping:
Keep a clean camp. Put garbage in wildlife-resistant trash containers.
Store food in double plastic bags and, when possible, place the bags in your 
vehicle's trunk or in wildlife-resistant food lockers. Double-wrapped food may also 
be placed in a backpack or other container and hang it from a tree branch at 
least 10 feet above the ground and 4 feet out from the tree trunk. Never store 
food in your tent.
When camping, sleep at least 100 yards from your cooking area and food 
storage site.
Hike in small groups and make your presence known by singing or talking.
Keep small children close and on trails.
If you come in close contact with a bear:



Stay calm and avoid direct eye contact, which could elicit a charge. Try to stay 
upwind and identify yourself as a human by standing up, talking and waving your 
hands above your head.
Do not approach the bear, particularly if cubs are present. Give the bear plenty of 
room.
If you cannot safely move away from the bear, and the animal does not flee, try 
to scare it away by clapping your hands or yelling.
If the bear attacks, fight back aggressively. As a last resort, should the attack 
continue, protect yourself by curling into a ball or lying on the ground on your 
stomach and playing dead.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife responds to cougar and bear sightings when 
there is a threat to public safety or property. If it is an emergency, dial 911.

If you encounter a cougar or black bear problem, and it is not an emergency, 
contact the nearest regional Department of Fish and Wildlife office between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. In King County, the number 
to call is (425)775-1311.

If you need to report a non-emergency problem when Department of Fish and 
Wildlife offices are closed, contact the Washington State Patrol or nearest law 
enforcement agency.

 Facts about Washington’s Black Bears

Food and Feeding Behavior
Black bears are omnivores. They eat both plants and animals; however, their diet 
consists mostly of vegetation.
In the spring, black bear diets consist mostly of herbaceous plants, from 
emerging grasses and sedges to horsetail and various flowering plants.
In summer, bears typically add ants, bees, grubs, and a host of later emerging 
plants to their diets.
During late summer and fall, bears typically shift their diets toward tree fruits, 
berries, and nuts, but they still may consume a variety of plants.
Fall is a critical season for black bears and they commonly acquire most of their 
annual fat accumulation at this time. Bears may forage up to 20 hours a day 
during fall, increasing their body weight by 35 percent in preparation for winter.
Typically, a small proportion of the black bear’s annual diet is made up of animal 
matter, including insects, mice, voles, ground squirrels, fawns and elk calves, 
eggs, carrion (animal carcasses), and fish, but their availability varies and is often 
unpredictable. An occasional bear may take livestock.
Black bears have adequate senses of sight and hearing, but their keen sense of 
smell and innate curiosity make them skilled scavengers. They consume carrion 
when they can find it, and are notorious for taking advantage of human 
irresponsibility with food, garbage, and bird-feeder management. Bears will eat 
anything that smells appealing and will help them prepare for their long winter 
sleep.
Black bears move in response to the seasonal availability of food, roaming 
constantly throughout their home range.

Black bears are notorious for taking advantage of human irresponsibility with 
food bird-feeder management. (Photo by Alan Bauer.)



Den Sites and Resting Sites
Black bears den during the winter months (typically from mid October into April) 
when food is scarce and the weather turns harsh.
Denning black bears enter a state of torpor, a modified form of hibernation. This 
drowsy condition allows bears to defend themselves (and their cubs) more 
effectively should a predator visit the den.
Bears do not urinate or defecate during denning—they recycle their waste into 
proteins and other nutrients. By not defecating, bears keep their dens essentially 
scent-free, protecting them from potential predators like cougars.
Black bears in coastal areas may remain active throughout the winter, except for 
pregnant females, which den to give birth to cubs.
Black bears can take up residence in small dens, some scarcely bigger than a 
garbage can. Den sites include tree cavities, hollow logs, small caves, and areas 
beneath large roots, stumps, logs, and rural buildings. They’ll occasionally 
excavate a den in the side of a hill near shrubs or other cover.
Summer beds are merely concealed places scratched in the ground among 
dense vegetation, by a rock, or under the branches of a fallen tree. Young bears 
rest in trees for safety.

Reproduction and Family
Female black bears breed for the first time at 3½ to 5½ years of age. Mating 
takes place in June and July.
Males compete for the right to breed, and breeding fights between males may be 
intense. Older males frequently have extensive scars on their heads and necks 
from fights in previous breeding seasons.
Following a gestation period of about seven months, females normally give birth 
to one or two cubs in the winter den during January or February. Females have 
one litter every other year.

Bears have a reproductive pattern known as delayed implantation. Following 
fertilization in early summer, a bear’s embryo goes dormant, free-floating in the 
uterus. After the female dens in late fall, the embryo implants in the uterine wall 
and development of the fetus proceeds rapidly. Although the total gestation time 
is approximately seven months, the actual developmental period for the bear 
fetus is less than three months.
At six months, cubs are able to locate food, but generally remain with their 
mother for over a year—usually denning with her during their second winter.
Parental care is solely the responsibility of females; males sometimes kill and eat 
cubs.

Mortality and Longevity
Other than humans, black bears have few predators—cougars, bobcats, and 
coyotes attack cubs if given the opportunity. Male bears may eat cubs.
In the year 2005, hunters harvested 1,333 black bear in Washington.
Female black bears have the potential to live into their mid 20s. Male black bears 
do not typically live as long, rarely attaining 20 years of age.
Viewing Black Bears

The hind feet of an adult black bear average 7 to 9 inches long by 3 to 5 inches 
wide; the front feet are 4 to 5 inches long by nearly the same width. 



Except for females with cubs, black bears are usually solitary animals. 
Depending on their food supply, they move about during the day or night. In late 
summer and fall, feeding keeps them active throughout the day so they can gain 
the weight needed for winter. When bears find a human food source, their 
schedule may change. If they are receiving handouts they can be most active at 
midday; if they are feeding at dumps or trashcans, they become active at night.

Black bears should be treated with respect and safely observed from a distance 
of at least 100 yards. This is especially important with females accompanied by 
offspring, as mother bears are very protective of their young.

Tracks
All black bear prints usually show five digits (Fig. 4). The toes form a rough 
semicircle in front of each foot, with the middle toe being the longest. Front foot 
tracks have small footpads, whereas hind foot tracks characteristically show an 
extended footpad, resembling a human foot. The claw marks are about ½ inch in 
front of the toe pads, but often the claw marks do not show in a track.

Droppings
When plants, insects, and animal carcasses make up most of a bear’s diet, its 
droppings are cylindrical and typically deposited in a coiled form, sometimes in 
individual segments. Segments are 2 to 3 inches long and 1¼ to 1½ inches in 
diameter. Bits of hair, fur, bone, insect parts, and plant fibers distinguish these 
droppings from human feces, as does the large size of the deposit. Color ranges 
from dark brown to black, and when grasses are being heavily eaten droppings 
are often green. When fruits and berries are in season, droppings assume a 
moist, “cowpie” form and seeds are visible.

The consistency of bear droppings changes depending on what they have been 
eating. When fruits and berries are in season, droppings assume a moist, 
“cowpie” form and seeds are visible.

Bear Trees
Black bears commonly leave a variety of marks on trees. Because young bears 
often climb trees, trees in high bear density habitats will show the telltale claw 
marks and hairs indicating that a bear has previously climbed the tree.

On young conifers, particularly Douglas-fir trees, bears will rip strips of bark off 
with their teeth to reach insects or the sweet-tasting sap found inside (Fig. 6). 
The bear’s teeth leave long vertical grooves in the sapwood and large strips of 
bark are found around the bases of trees they peel. These marks are typically 
made from April to July, but the results may be seen all year. This foraging 
activity is common in tree plantations where large stands of trees are similarly 
aged and of a single species.

A bear may also rub its back against a tree or other object. Rubbing is a favorite 
summer pastime among black bears, relieving the torment of parasites and 
loosening their thick, matted winter coat. Good scratching trees may be used 
repeatedly for several years, and are easily identified by the large amounts of 



long black or brown fur caught in the bark and sap. Rough-barked trees often 
serve as rubbing posts.

It has been debated whether bears mark trees to convey social information akin 
to territorial marking in other carnivores. Such marks are most easily seen on 
smooth-barked species of trees—alder, aspen, birch, and white pine—on which 
tooth and claw marks will contrast most visibly, but any live or dead standing 
trees may be heavily chewed. Human structures such as utility poles, 
footbridges, and even outbuildings may also be chewed.

Marks on trees made by black bears vary from claw marks left by climbing to 
peeling and biting left when larger bears (generally females) feed on insects and 
sap found under the bark.. (Courtesy of Virtual Dirt Time)

Feeding Areas
Rotting logs and stumps are commonly turned over and torn apart to get at fat-
rich grubs, ants, termites, worms, and spiders. A bear will also knock the top of 
an anthill or beehive off to get to the insects.

Black bears may break off entire limbs of fruiting trees, such as apple and 
chokecherry, to reach the fruit. Huckleberries and other fruiting shrubs may show 
signs of being crushed under a bear’s feet. Bears may also dig for the starchy 
roots of some plants, to excavate seed caches of squirrels and mice, and to 
capture mice, voles, and ground squirrels. Evidence of digging ranges from well-
defined holes to large areas that appear to have been rototilled.

Bear Encounters
Bears tend to avoid humans. However, human-habituated bears are bears that, 
because of prolonged exposure to people, have lost their natural fear or wariness 
around people. Human-food-conditioned bears are those that associate people 
with food. Such bears can become aggressive in their pursuit of a meal.

Do everything you can to avoid an encounter with any bear. Prevention is the 
best advice.
If you are recreating in bear country, always remember: Never travel alone, keep 
small children near you at all times, and always make your presence known—
simply talking will do the trick. Most experts recommend carrying pepper spray 
when recreating in areas of high bear density. A pepper spray that has a pepper 
content between 1.3 and 2 percent can be an effective deterrent to an aggressive 
bear if it is sprayed directly into the bear’s face within 6 to 10 feet.

Here are tips should you come in close contact with a bear:

Stop, remain calm, and assess the situation. If the bear seems unaware of you, 
move away quietly when it’s not looking in your direction. Continue to observe 
the animal as you retreat, watching for changes in its behavior.
If a bear walks toward you, identify yourself as a human by standing up, waving 
your hands above your head, and talking to the bear in a low voice. (Don’t use 
the word bear because a human-food-conditioned bear might associate “bear” 
with food . . . people feeding bears often say “here bear.”



Don’t throw anything at the bear and avoid direct eye contact, which the bear 
could interpret as a threat or a challenge.
If you cannot safely move away from the bear or the bear continues toward you, 
scare it away by clapping your hands, stomping your feet, yelling, and staring the 
animal in the eyes. If you are in a group, stand shoulder-to shoulder and raise 
and wave your arms to appear intimidating. The more it persists the more 
aggressive your response should be. If you have pepper spray, use it.
Don’t run from the bear unless safety is very near and you are absolutely certain 
you can reach it (knowing that bears can run 35 mph). Climbing a tree is 
generally not recommended as an escape from an aggressive black bear, as 
black bears are adept climbers and may follow you up a tree.

Climbing a tree is generally not recommended as an escape from an aggressive 
black bear, as black bears are adept climbers and may follow you up a tree. 

Bear Attacks
In the unlikely event a black bear attacks you (where actual contact is made), 
fight back aggressively using your hands, feet, legs, and any object you can 
reach. Aim for the eyes or spray pepper spray into the bear’s face.

Preventing Conflicts
State wildlife offices receive hundreds of black bear complaints each year 
regarding urban sightings, property damage, attacks on livestock, and bear/
human confrontations.

The number one reason for conflict, (95% of the calls to offices) are the result of 
irresponsibility on the part of people: Access to trash, pet food, bird feeders, and 
improper storage of food while camping make up the majority of the calls.

Secondarily, young bears (especially young males) are not tolerated by adult 
bears and they wander into areas occupied by humans. Food may also be 
scarce in some years—a late spring and poor forage conditions may be followed 
by a poor berry crop, causing bears to seek food where they ordinarily would not.

If you live in areas where black bears are seen, use the following management 
strategies around your property to prevent conflicts:

Don’t feed bears. Often people leave food out for bears so they can take 
pictures of them or show them to visiting friends. Over 90 percent of bear/human 
conflicts result from bears being conditioned to associate food with humans. A 
wild bear can become permanently food-conditioned after only one handout 
experience. The sad reality is that these bears will likely die, being killed by 
someone protecting their property, or by a wildlife manager having to remove a 
potentially dangerous bear.

Manage your garbage. Bears will expend a great amount of time and energy 
digging under, breaking down, or crawling over barriers to get food, including 
garbage. If you have a pickup service, put garbage out shortly before the truck 
arrives—not the night before. If you’re leaving several days before pickup, haul 
your garbage to a dump. If necessary, frequently haul your garbage to a 
dumpsite to avoid odors.



Keep garbage cans with tight-fitting lids in a shed, garage, or fenced area. Spray 
garbage cans and dumpsters regularly with disinfectants to reduce odors. Keep 
fish parts and meat waste in your freezer until they can be disposed of properly.

If bears are common in your area, consider investing in a commercially available 
bear-proof garbage container. Ask a local public park about availability or search 
the Internet for vendors.

Preventing Conflict with Black Bears

Watching wildlife is fascinating, but when large carnivores such as black bears 
are drawn to garbage, pet food or bird feeders, the situation can become 
dangerous. Bears naturally avoid people, but once a bear associates humans 
with food, it loses its instinctive fear and can become increasingly aggressive. 
Most of these encounters could be avoided if people refrain from feeding wildlife, 
either on purpose or by allowing access to garbage or other food sources, said 
the late Rocky Spencer, a WDFW carnivore specialist. In this video, Spencer 
offers simple precautions to avoid attracting bears to your property or campsite.

Only plant material should be placed in compost bins.
Remove other attractants. Remove bird feeders (suet and seed feeders), which 
allow residue to build up on the ground below them, from early March through 
November. Bring in hummingbird feeders at night. (Better yet: plant and bird-
friendly landscape and don’t use feeders.) Harvest orchard fruit from trees 
regularly (rotting fruit left on the ground is a powerful bear attractant). If you have 
bear problems and do not use your fruit trees, consider removing them. Do not 
feed pets outside. Clean barbecue grills after each use. Wash the grill or burn off 
smells, food residue, and grease; store the equipment in a shed or garage and 
keep the door closed. If you can smell your barbecue then it is not clean enough. 
Avoid the use of outdoor refrigerators—they will attract bears.

Protect livestock and bees. Place livestock pens and beehives at least 150 feet 
away from wooded areas and protective cover. Confine livestock in buildings and 
pens, especially during lambing or calving seasons. Livestock food also attracts 
bears and must be kept in a secure barn or shed behind closed doors. If bears 
are allowed access to livestock food, they may learn to feed on livestock. 
Immediately bury any carcasses or remove them from the site.

Install fences and other barriers. Electric fencing can be used where raids on 
orchards, livestock, beehives, and other areas are frequent (Fig. 8). Electric 
fencing only works, however, if it is operating before conflicts occur. Bears will go 
right through electric fencing once they are food-conditioned and know that food 
is available.

Bears can be lured into licking or sniffing the electrified wire by rubbing 
molasses, bacon grease, or peanut butter on the fence. (See “Preventing 
Conflicts” in Deer for additional information on electric fences.)

An electric fence designed to keep bears out of an area. A five-wire electric fence 
has been effective at keeping adult bears and their cubs out. If necessary, a 2-



foot wide underground apron of chain-link fencing or steel mesh can be staked 
down and attached to the fence to keep bears from digging under the fence. If 
wood or other heavy-duty corner stakes are not used, the corner posts will need 
to be hurried.

Traditional wire fencing can also be used as a barrier. Use heavy chain-link or 
woven-wire fencing at least 6 feet high. Install 24-inch long wood or metal bar 
extensions at an outward angle to the top of the fence with two strands of barbed 
wire running on top. If necessary, a 2-foot wide underground apron of chain-link 
fencing or steel mesh can be staked down and attached to the fence to keep 
bears from digging under the fence.
Bears can be dissuaded from climbing a tree by attaching 4-foot long, 1 x 4 inch 
boards with 2-inch long wood screws screwed all the way through them every 6 
inches. (To prevent the board from splitting, drill pilot holes.) Attach at least four 
boards around the trunk of the tree using strong wire.

Use temporary scare tactics. Bears can be temporarily frightened from a building, 
livestock corral, orchard, and similar places by the use of a night light or strobe 
light hooked up to a motion detector on a tripod, loud music, or exploder 
cannons. The location of frightening devices should be changed every other day. 
Even so, over a period of time, bears will become accustomed to them. At this 
point, scare devices are ineffective and human safety can become a concern.

Professional Assistance
Wildlife offices throughout Washington respond to bear sightings when there is a 
threat to public safety or property. A sighting or the presence of a bear does not 
constitute a threat to property or public safety. Typically, no attempt will be made 
by a wildlife agency staff to remove, relocate, or destroy the animal.

Problem bears can be live trapped by specially trained wildlife professionals and 
moved to more remote areas; however, such removals are expensive, time 
consuming, and seldom effective. (Once a bear has tasted human food or 
garbage, it will remember the source and return again and again—bears have 
been known to return over 100 miles to a human food source after having been 
relocated.) Using tranquilizing drugs on bears to facilitate removal is not without 
risks to bears and humans.

When other methods have failed, lethal removal of problem animals may be the 
only alternative.

Contact your local wildlife office for additional information and, in the case of an 
immediate emergency, call 911 or any local law enforcement office, such as the 
state patrol.

Public Health Concerns
Bears are not considered a significant source of infectious diseases that can be 
transmitted to humans or domestic animals. However, humans can become 
infected with trichinosis by eating undercooked bear meat.



Legal Status
The black bear is classified as a game animal (WAC 232-12-007). A hunting 
license and open season are required to hunt black bears. A property owner or 
the owner’s immediate family, employee, or tenant may kill a bear on that 
property if it is damaging crops or domestic animals. You must notify your local 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) office immediately after taking a black 
bear in these situations (RCW 77.36.030).
The killing of a black bear in self-defense, or defense of another, should be 
reasonable and justified. A person taking such action must have reasonable 
belief that the bear poses a threat of serious physical harm, that this harm is 
imminent, and the action is the only reasonable available means to prevent that 
harm.

Any bear that is killed, whether under the direct authority of RCW 77.36.030, or 
for the protection of a person, remains the property of the state and must be 
turned over to WDFW.

Because bears’ legal status, hunting restrictions and other information change, 
contact your local wildlife office for updates.

Additional Information

Books
Maser, Chris. Mammals of the Pacific Northwest: From the Coast to the High 
Cascades. Corvalis: Oregon State University Press, 1998. 
Verts, B. J., and Leslie N. Carraway. Land Mammals of Oregon. Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1998.
Internet Resources
Dangerous Wildlife Complaints
Burke Museum's Mammals of Washington
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Sleek and graceful, cougars are solitary and secretive animals rarely seen in the 
wild. Also known as mountain lions or pumas, cougars are known for their 
strength, agility, and awesome ability to jump. Their exceptionally powerful legs 
enable them to leap 30 feet from a standstill, or to jump 15 feet straight up a cliff 
wall. Cougars use their paws and claws to trip prey (i.e. a swat to the rear legs) 
or grab it with their claws, then use their claws to hold their prey while delivering 
the kill-bite. A cougar’s strength and powerful jaws allow it to take down and drag 
prey larger than itself (Fig. 2).

Cougars are the largest members of the cat family in North America. Adult males 
average approximately 140 pounds but in a perfect situation may weigh 180 
pounds and measure 7-8 feet long from nose to tip of tail. Adult males stand 
about 30 inches tall at the shoulder. Adultfemale cougars average about 25 
percent smaller than males. Cougars vary in color from reddish-brown to tawny 
(deerlike) to gray, with a black tip on their long tail.

Cougars occur throughout Washington where suitable cover and prey are found. 
The cougar population for the year 2008 was estimated to be 2000 to 2,500 
animals. The cougar population in eastern Washington is declining and the 
westside population is stable. The Department of Fish and Wildlife has nine 
management zones around the state designated for "maintain" or "decline," and 
adjusts harvest levels accordingly.

Wildlife offices throughout the state receive hundreds of calls a year regarding 
sightings, attacks on livestock and pets, and cougar/human confrontations. Our 
increasing human populations and decreasing cougar habitat may create more 
opportunities for such encounters.

 



Do's and Don'ts in Cougar Country
While recreating in cougar habitat, you should:
Hike in small groups and make enough noise to avoid surprising a cougar.
Keep your camp clean and store food and garbage in double plastic bags.
Keep small children close to the group, preferably in plain sight just ahead of you.
Do not approach dead animals, especially deer or elk; they could have been 
cougar prey left for a later meal.

If you encounter a cougar:
Stop, stand tall and don't run. Pick up small children. Don't run. A cougar's 
instinct is to chase.
Do not approach the animal, especially if it is near a kill or with kittens.
Try to appear larger than the cougar. Never take your eyes off the animal or turn 
your back. Do not crouch down or try to hide.
If the animal displays aggressive behavior, shout, wave your arms and throw 
rocks. The idea is to convince the cougar that you are not prey, but a potential 
danger.
If the cougar attacks, fight back aggressively and try to stay on your feet. 
Cougars have been driven away by people who have fought back.
The Department of Fish and Wildlife responds to cougar and bear sightings when 
there is a threat to public safety or property. If it is an emergency, dial 911.

If you experience a cougar or black bear problem, and it is not an emergency, 
contact the nearest regional Department of Fish and Wildlife office between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. In King County, the number 
to call is (425)775-1311.

If you need to report a non-emergency problem when Department of Fish and 
Wildlife offices are closed, contact the Washington State Patrol or nearest law 
enforcement agency.

FACTS ABOUT COUGARS

Habitat and Home Range
Cougars use steep canyons, rock outcroppings and boulders, or vegetation, such 
as dense brush and forests, to remain hidden while hunting.
Adult male cougars roam widely, covering a home range of 50 to 150 square 
miles, depending on the age of the cougar, the time of year, type of terrain, and 
availability of prey.
Adult male cougars’ home ranges will often overlap those of three or four 
females.
Female home ranges are about half that of males and there in considerable 
overlap in female home ranges.
Often female progeny will establish a territory adjacent to mother, while virtually 
all males disperse considerable distances from the natal area.

Food and Feeding Habits
Cougars are most active from dusk to dawn, although they sometimes travel and 
hunt during the day.
Adult cougars typically prey on deer, elk, moose, mountain goats, and wild 
sheep, with deer being the preferred and most common prey.



Other prey species, especially for younger cougars, include raccoons, coyotes, 
rabbits, hares, small rodents, and occasionally pets and livestock.
A large male cougar living in the Cascade Mountains kills a deer or elk every 9 to 
12 days, eating up to 20 pounds at a time and burying the rest for later.
Except for females with young, cougars are lone hunters that wander between 
places frequented by their prey, covering as much as 15 miles in a single night.
Cougars rely on short bursts of speed to ambush their prey. A cougar may stalk 
an animal for an hour or more.

Cougars are a stalk and wait predators and the majority of prey is killed by a 
sudden explosive burst of speed with the attack focused from the front shoulder 
forward, where the cougar can grasp the neck to break the neck or suffocate and 
kill.

Daybed Sites
A cougar’s daybed is used for rest, protection from the weather, and to raise 
young.
Cougars don’t use dens like bears do. They may settle down for up to six weeks 
while the kittens are immobile, but afterward are almost always on the move, 
making daybeds as they go.
In rough terrain, daybeds are usually in a cave or a shallow nook on a cliff face or 
rock outcrop. In less mountainous areas, day beds are located in forested areas, 
thickets, or under large roots or fallen trees.
Daybeds are frequently near kill sites. No day beds preparation takes place.

Reproduction and Family Structure
Cougars can breed year-round, but breeding is more common in winter and early 
spring. Several females may breed with a resident male whose home range 
overlaps theirs.
After 91 to 97 days of pregnancy, one to four (but usually two) kittens are born.
The bond between male and female is short-lived (about ten days), and the male 
cougar plays no role in raising the kittens.
Kittens stay with their mothers for 12 to 19 months following their birth.
Female cougars usually breed every other year.

In rough terrain, cougar daybeds are usually in a cave or a shallow nook on a cliff 
face or rock outcrop. An average of two kittens are born every other year.

Mortality and Longevity
The two most common natural causes of death among cougars are being killed 
by other cougars, or by the prey during an attack.
Humans, through hunting, depredation, and vehicle collisions, are probably the 
main source of mortality among cougars.
Male cougars can live 10 to 12 years in the wild; females normally live longer.
Viewing Cougars

Cougars make their living by not being seen. In areas disturbed by humans, 
these cats are most active during twilight and early morning hours. (In dim light, 
cougars see up to six times better than humans.) However, cougars can be 
active at dawn or dusk if prey is active at that time.



Tracks 
Cougar tend to leave “soft” tracks, meaning the animals make very little impact 
on the ground, and their tracks may be virtually invisible on packed earth or 
crusted snow. In addition, to preserve their sharpness for gripping prey, these 
animals keep their claws retracted most of the time, and so claw marks are rarely 
visible in their tracks.

Because cougars carry their heavy tail in a wide U shape at a normal walk, in 
snow, the lowermost portion may leave drag marks between each print.

Cougar tracks are about the size of a baseball, 3 to 3½ inches in diameter. Note 
the lack of claw marks, which are visible in tracks left by members of the dog 
family.

Droppings 
Cougars generally cover their droppings with loose soil. When visible, their 
droppings typically resemble those of most species in the dog and cat families. 
However, cougars have well developed premolars that can slice through bone 
and hide. Therefore, their droppings often show chunks and fragments of chewed 
bone and considerable hair from the hide. Members of the dog family gnaw on 
bones but usually don’t chew them up into cut fragments.

Cougar droppings are generally cylindrical in shape, segmented, and blunt at one 
or both ends. An average dropping measures 4 to 6 inches long by 1 to 1½ 
inches in diameter. The size of the dropping may indicate the size of the cougar.

Feeding Areas (caches) 
Cougars usually carry or drag their kills to a secluded area under cover to feed, 
and drag marks are frequently found at fresh kill sites. After killing a large animal 
and having eaten its fill, a cougar often will cover the remains with debris such as 
snow, grass, leaves, sticks, or soil. Even where little debris is available, bits of 
soil, rock, grass or sticks may be used to cover the carcass. The cougar may 
remain in the immediate vicinity of its kill, guarding it against scavengers and 
eating it over a period of six to eight days. (Meat becomes rotten quickly in the 
summer and male cougars have to patrol their territory. Often these males will 
make a kill, feed until full, leave to patrol the area, and return to feed on the 
carcass days later.)

Scratching Posts  
Like house cats scratching furniture, cougars mark their territory boundaries by 
leaving claw marks on trees, stumps, and occasionally fence posts. Claw marks 
left by an adult cougar will be 4 to 8 feet above the ground and consist of long, 
deep, parallel scratches running almost vertically down the trunk. These gashes 
rarely take off much bark; tree-clawing that removes much bark is probably the 
work of a bear. (Bobcat claw marks are normally 2 to 3 feet above the ground; 
domestic cat scratching occurs at a height of about 1½ to 2 feet).

Calls 
Cougars hiss, purr, mew, growl, yowl, chirp, and cry. The most sensational 
sounds they make are the eerie wailings and moans heard at night during mating 
season, especially when competing males have intentions toward the same 



receptive female. Such wails have been likened to a child crying, a woman’s 
scream, and the screeching of someone in terrible pain.

Preventing Conflicts
Cougar Outreach and Education in Washington
A comprehensive look at cougar-human interactions, produced for WDFW by 
Insight Wildlife Management.  This plan is based on state-of-the-art human 
dimensions research, comparing sentiments about cougars from the various 
subsets of Washington's human population. 

The cougar’s ability to travel long distances occasionally brings these cats into 
seemingly inappropriate areas, even places densely settled by humans. Such 
appearances are almost always brief, with the animal moving along quickly in its 
search of a suitable permanent home. However, where humans are encroaching 
on wildlife habitat, the number of cougar sightings and attacks on livestock and 
pets is on the rise.

Cougar attacks on humans are extremely rare. In North America, roughly 25 
fatalities and 95 nonfatal attacks have been reported during the past 100 years. 
However, more cougar attacks have been reported in the western United States 
and Canada over the past 20 years than in the previous 80. In Washington, of the 
one fatal and fifteen nonfatal attacks reported here in the past 100 years, seven 
attacks occurred during the 1990s.

A high percentage of cougars attacking domestic animals or people are one- to 
two-year-old cougars that have become independent of their mothers. When 
these young animals, particularly males, leave home to search for territory of 
their own, and encounter territory already occupied by an older male cougar, the 
older one will drive off the younger one, killing it if it resists. Some young cougars 
are driven across miles of countryside in search of an unoccupied territory.

If you are living in cougar country, prevent a conflict with them by using the 
following management strategies around your property, and, if possible, 
encourage your neighbors to do the same.

Don’t leave small children unattended. When children are playing outdoors, 
closely supervise them and be sure they are indoors by dusk. 

Modify the habitat around your home. Light all walkways after dark and avoid 
landscaping with plants that deer prefer to eat. Where a deer goes, a cougar may 
follow. Shrubs and trees around kids’ play areas should be pruned up several 
feet to prevent cougars from hiding behind them.

Although costly and not 100 percent effective, a chain-link or heavy woven wire 
fence that is 10 feet high with 3-foot extensions installed at a 65-degree angle on 
each post may keep cougars out of an enclosed area. To increase effectiveness, 
string barbed wire or four electric wires between the extensions, alternating 
positive and negative wires.

Don’t feed wildlife and feral cats (domestic cats gone wild). This includes deer, 
raccoons, and other small mammals. Remember predators follow prey.



Close off open spaces under structures. Areas beneath porches and decks can 
provide shelter for prey animals. (See “Preventing Conflicts” in Raccoons for 
information).

Feed dogs and cats indoors. If you must feed outside, do so in the morning or 
midday, and pick up food and water bowls, as well as leftovers and spilled food, 
well before dark. Pet food and water attract small mammals that, in turn, attract 
cougars.

Keep dogs and cats indoors, especially from dusk to dawn. Left outside at night, 
small dogs and cats may become prey for cougars.

Use garbage cans with tight-fitting lids. Garbage attracts small mammals that, in 
turn, attract cougars. See “Preventing Conflicts” in Raccoons for information on 
garbage management.

Keep outdoor livestock and small animals confined in secure pens. For a large 
property with livestock, consider using a guard animal. There are specialty 
breeds of dogs that can defend livestock. Donkeys and llamas have also 
successfully been used as guard animals. As with any guard animal, pros and 
cons exist. Purchase a guard animal from a reputable breeder who knows the 
animal he or she sells. Some breeders offer various guarantees on their guard 
animals, including a replacement if an animal fails to perform as expected.

Encountering a Cougar
Relatively few people will ever catch a glimpse of a cougar much less confront 
one. If you come face to face with a cougar, your actions can either help or 
hinder a quick retreat by the animal.

Here are some things to remember:
Stop, pick up small children immediately, and don’t run. Running and rapid 
movements may trigger an attack. Remember, at close range, a cougar’s 
instinct is to chase.
Face the cougar. Talk to it firmly while slowly backing away. Always leave 
the animal an escape route.
Try to appear larger than the cougar. Get above it (e.g., step up onto a rock 
or stump). If wearing a jacket, hold it open to further increase your 
apparent size. If you are in a group, stand shoulder-to-shoulder to appear 
intimidating.
Do not take your eyes off the cougar or turn your back. Do not crouch 
down or try to hide.
Never approach the cougar, especially if it is near a kill or with kittens, and 
never offer it food.
If the cougar does not flee, be more assertive. If it shows signs of 
aggression (crouches with ears back, teeth bared, hissing, tail twitching, 
and hind feet pumping in preparation to jump), shout, wave your arms and 



throw anything you have available (water bottle, book, backpack). The idea 
is to convince the cougar that you are not prey, but a potential danger.
If the cougar attacks, fight back. Be aggressive and try to stay on your feet. 
Cougars have been driven away by people who have fought back using 
anything within reach, including sticks, rocks, shovels, backpacks, and 
clothing—even bare hands. If you are aggressive enough, a cougar will 
flee, realizing it has made a mistake. Pepper spray in the cougar’s face is 
also effective in the extreme unlikelihood of a close encounter with a 
cougar.

Professional Assistance
Wildlife offices throughout Washington respond to cougar sightings when there is 
a threat to public safety or property. Problem cougars may be live-trapped by 
trained fish and wildlife personnel and moved to more remote areas; however, 
such removals are expensive, time consuming, and seldom effective. Using 
tranquilizing drugs on cougars to facilitate removal is difficult and dangerous for 
cougars and humans. When other methods have failed, lethal removal of 
problem animals may be the only alternative.

Contact your local wildlife office for additional information, and in the case 
of an immediate emergency, call 911 or any local law enforcement office, 
such as the state patrol.

Cougars and Kids
Children seem to be more at risk than adults to cougar attacks, possibly 
because their high-pitched voices, small size, and erratic movements make 
it difficult for cougars to identify them as human and not prey. To prevent a 
problem from occurring:

Talk to children and teach them what to do if they encounter a cougar.
Encourage children to play outdoors in groups, and supervise children 
playing outdoors.
Consider getting a dog for your children as an early-warning system. A dog 
can see, smell, and hear a cougar sooner than we can. Although dogs offer 
little value as a deterrent to cougars, they may distract a cougar from 
attacking a human.
Consider erecting a fence around play areas. (See “Modify the habitat 
around your home.” )
Keep a radio playing when children are outside, as noise usually deters 
cougars.
Make sure children are home before dusk and stay inside until after dawn.
If there have been cougar sightings, escort children to the bus stop in the 
early morning. Clear shrubs away around the bus stop, making an area 
with a 30-foot radius. Have a light installed as a general safety precaution.

Public Health Concerns
Cougars rarely carry any communicable diseases that are regarded as threats to 
humans in Washington.



Feline distemper (Feline panleukopenia) antibodies have been documented in 
Washington cougar populations, but the degree that the Feline panleukopenia 
virus causes cougar mortality, or is transferred to domestic cats, is unknown.

Legal Status
Because the legal status, hunting restrictions, and other information relating to 
cougars change, contact your local wildlife office for updates.

Cougars are classified as game animals and an open season and a hunting 
license are required to hunt them (WAC 232-12-007). A property owner or the 
owner’s immediate family, employee, or tenant may kill a cougar on that property 
if it is damaging domestic animals (RCW 77.36.030). No permit is required.

The killing of a cougar in self-defense, or defense of another, should be 
reasonable and justified. A person taking such action must have reasonable 
belief that the cougar poses a threat of serious physical harm, that this harm is 
imminent, and the action is the only reasonable available means to prevent that 
harm.

The body of any cougar, whether taken under the direct authority of RCW 
77.36.030, or for the protection of a person, remains the property of the state and 
must be turned over to the Department of Fish and Wildlife immediately.

Precautions for Hikers and Campers
To avoid a close and unpleasant encounter with a cougar, do not hike alone in 
cougar country.
(Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife)
While recreating in a cougar’s territory, you can avoid close encounters by taking 
the following precautions:

Hike in groups and make enough noise to prevent surprising a cougar.
Avoid hiking after dark.
Keep small children close to the group, preferably in plain sight ahead of you.
Do not approach dead animals, especially recently killed or partially covered deer 
and elk.
Be aware of your surroundings, particularly when hiking in dense cover or when 
sitting, crouching, or lying down. Look for tracks, scratch posts, and partially 
covered droppings.
Keep a clean camp. Reduce odors that might attract mammals such as 
raccoons, which in turn could attract cougars. Store meat, other foods, pet food, 
and garbage in double plastic bags.

Additional Information
Books
Maser, Chris. Mammals of the Pacific Northwest: From the Coast to the High 
Cascades. Corvalis: Oregon State University Press, 1998.
Verts, B. J., and Leslie N. Carraway. Land Mammals of Oregon. Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1998.
Internet Resources
Dangerous Wildlife Complaints
Burke Museum's Mammals of Washington
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Living With Wildlife

COYOTES
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife

In pioneer days, coyotes (Canis latrans) were restricted primarily to the 
sagebrush lands, brushy mountains, and open prairies of the American West. 
Wolves occupied the forests. Coyotes have since taken advantage of human 
activities (including the reduction of gray wolf populations) to expand their range 
throughout North and Central America.

In Washington, these intelligent and adaptable animals now manage to occupy 
almost every conceivable habitat type, from open ranch country to densely 
forested areas to downtown waterfront. Despite ever-increasing human 
encroachment and past efforts to eliminate coyotes, the species maintains its 
numbers and is increasing in some areas. The coyote’s tenacity tries some 
people’s patience and inspires others’ admiration.

At first glance, the coyote resembles a small German shepherd dog, yet its color 
can vary from animal to animal. Shades include black, brown, gray, yellow, rust, 
and tan. Coyotes also have shorter, bushier tails that are carried low, almost 
dragging the ground, and longer, narrower muzzles than their dog cousins. Adult 
coyotes weigh 20 to 35 pounds, with males being slightly larger than females. At 
the shoulder, an adult male coyote is about 25 inches tall.

Facts about Washington Coyotes

Food and Feeding Habits
Coyotes are opportunists, both as hunters and as scavengers. They eat any 
small animal they can capture, including mice, rats, gophers, mountain beavers, 
rabbits, and squirrels, also snakes, lizards, frogs, fish, birds, and carrion (animal 
carcasses). Grass, fruits, and berries are eaten during summer and fall.
Grasshoppers and other insects are important to juvenile coyotes learning the 
stalk-and pounce method of hunting.
Pairs of coyotes or family groups using the relay method pursue small deer and 
antelope. These mammals are important food in winter; fawns may be eaten in 
spring.
Coyotes eat wild species, but they are known to eat pet food, garbage, garden 
crops, livestock, poultry, and pets (mostly cats).
Coyotes occasionally kill domestic dogs (and foxes) that they consider territorial 
intruders. Coyotes are also very protective of their young and will attack dogs 
that get too close to their den and pups. Note: The list of killers of domestic cats 



and dogs includes other dogs and cats, vehicles, bears, cougars, bobcats, foxes, 
disease, and furious neighbors!
Most hunting activity takes place at night. Undisturbed and hungry coyotes will 
hunt during daylight hours, and may be seen following farm machinery, catching 
voles and other small prey.

Den Sites
The female coyote digs her own den under an uprooted tree, log, or thicket; may 
use a cave, hollow log, or storm drain; or take over and enlarge another 
mammal’s burrow.
The den will have an entrance 1 to 2 feet across, be dug 5 to 15 feet long, and 
terminate in an enlarged nesting chamber.
Coyotes usually have several dens and move from one to the other, minimizing 
the risk that a den containing young will be detected. These moves also help to 
prevent an accumulation of fleas and other parasites, as well as urine, droppings, 
and food refuse.
Coyotes use the same dens yearly or make new dens in the same area.
Reproduction and Family Structure

Occasionally, a mated pair of coyotes will live, hunt, and raise pups together for 
many years, sometimes for life.
Breeding occurs in late winter. After a gestation (pregnancy) of 63 days, an 
average of four pups are born from early April to late May. (Litter size can be 
affected by population density and food availability.)
The young are principally cared for by the female; occasionally a nonbreeding 
sibling will assist with raising the litter. The male provides some
Pups emerge from the den in two to three weeks and begin to eat regurgitated 
food. Because food requirements increase dramatically during pup rearing, this is 
a period when conflicts between humans and coyotes are common.
Juvenile coyotes usually disperse alone or sometimes in groups at six to eight 
months of age. A few may stay nearby, while others seek new territory up to 50 
miles away. The greater the amount of food available in a given area, the closer 
the juveniles will stay to their den.
Coyotes can interbreed with domestic dogs; however, such crosses are rare.

Mortality and Longevity
Coyote numbers are controlled by social stress, diseases, parasites, competition 
for food, and predators.
Predators include humans, cougars, bears, and other coyotes. Eagles, dogs, and 
adult coyotes kill some coyote pups.
Where coyotes are hunted and trapped, females produce more pups per litter 
than in areas where they are protected.
Coyotes in captivity live as long as 18 years. In the wild, few coyotes live more 
than four years; the majority of pups die during their first year.

Where and When to See Coyotes
Coyotes are extremely wary. Their sense of smell is remarkable, and their senses 
of sight and hearing are exceptionally well developed.
Sightings of coyotes are most likely during the hours just after sunset and before 
sunrise. To view a coyote, locate a well-used trail and wait patiently from an area 
overlooking a canyon, ravine, or other area. A coyote will often come down the 



trail the same time every morning or evening. Also, you could watch a coyote’s 
feeding area, such as a livestock or big game carcass.

By six months of age, pups have permanent teeth and are nearly fully grown. At 
about this time, female coyotes train their offspring to search for food, so it is not 
unusual to observe a family group.

Never approach an occupied coyote den. A mother’s protective instincts can 
make her dangerous if she has young in or nearby the den. Den sites, and 
coyote activity, should be observed with binoculars or a spotting scope from a 
distance that does not visibly disturb the animals. Unfamiliar or new human 
activity close to the den, especially within one-quarter mile, will often cause 
coyotes to move, particularly if the pups are older, if the adults see you, or if the 
den is in an open area with little protective cover.

Tracks, Trails, and other Signs
Look for coyote tracks in mud, sand, dust, or snow (Fig. 3). Their trails are often 
found along draws, fence lines, game and livestock trails, next to roads, in the 
middle of dirt roads, and on ridge tops.

When a tree falls across a trail, coyotes have to either go over or under it, 
depending on their size. Those that go over tend to rub the bark off the top of the 
log; those that go under sometimes leave their hairs on the underside. Also look 
for coyote hairs on a wire fence where a trail runs next to or under the fence.

Droppings
Coyote droppings are found in conspicuous places and on or near their trails. 
The droppings are extremely variable in size, shape, and composition. Individual 
droppings average 3 to 4 inches long with a diameter of 1 inch. Droppings 
consisting of a lot of hair may be larger. The residue from pure meat is likely to be 
semiliquid and black. Those resulting from a diet of cherries, apples, 
blackberries, huckleberries, elderberries, or other fruits tend to crumble (Fig. 4).

Feeding and Hunting Sites
When small mammals such as rabbits are eaten, the head, feet, and hide will 
have been eaten, leaving a scattering of fur at the feeding site. Bones, feathers, 
and fur can be seen next to den entries. Signs of digging occur where coyotes 
follow promising scents and excavate prey, including moles, voles, and gophers.

Calls
Coyotes create a variety of vocalizations. Woofs and growls are short-distance 
threat and alarm calls; barks and bark-howls are long-distance threat and alarm 
calls; whines are used in greetings; lone and group howls are given between 
separated group members when food has been found; and a yip-howl is often 
done after a group reunites. Juvenile coyotes are often heard in summer, trying 
out their voices.



Coyotes Too Close for Comfort 
Coyotes are curious but timid animals and will generally run away if challenged. 
However, remember that any wild animal will protect itself or its young. Never 
instigate a close encounter.
If a coyote ever approaches too closely, pick up small children immediately and 
act aggressively toward the animal. Wave your arms, throw stones, and shout at 
the coyote. If necessary, make yourself appear larger by standing up (if sitting) or 
stepping up onto a rock, stump, or stair. The idea is to convince the coyote that 
you are not prey, but a potential danger.

Where coyote encounters occur regularly, keep noisemaking and other scare 
devices nearby. A starter pistol can be effective; so can a vinegar-filled super 
soaker or a powerful spray of water from a hose. Where pyrotechnics are out of 
the question, construct a “clapper". A solid walking stick, pepper spray, or 
paintball gun are powerful deterrents at close range.

If a coyote continues to act in an aggressive or unusual way, call your local 
wildlife office or state patrol.

Solutions to Problems
There were no documented coyote attacks on humans in Washington state until 
2006. In April 2006, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife officers 
euthanized two coyotes in Bellevue (King County) after two young children were 
bitten while their parents were nearby. Coyotes had also scratched and snapped 
at two women and charged a man in the same area. These coyotes’ unusually 
aggressive behavior likely resulted from being fed by people.

These intelligent and adaptable animals now manage to occupy almost every 
conceivable habitat type, from open ranch country to densely forested areas to 
downtown waterfront. Despite ever-increasing human encroachment and past 
efforts to eliminate coyotes, the species maintains its numbers and is increasing 
in some areas. The coyote's tenacity tries some people's patience and inspires 
others' admiration.
From 1988 to 1997 in southern California, 53 coyote attacks on humans-- 
resulting in 21 injuries-- were documented by a University of California Wildlife 
Extension Specialist. A study of those incidents indicated that human behavior 
contributes to the problem.

Humans increase the likelihood of conflicts with coyotes by deliberately or 
inadvertently feeding the animals, whether by handouts or by providing access to 
food sources such as garbage, pet food or livestock carcasses. When people 
provide food, coyotes quickly lose their natural fear of humans and become 
increasingly aggressive. They also become dependent on the easy food source 
people provide . Once a coyote stops hunting on its own and loses its fear of 
people, it becomes dangerous and may attack without warning.

Prevention is the best tool for minimizing conflicts with coyotes and other wildlife. 
To prevent conflicts with coyotes, use the following management strategies 
around your property and encourage your neighbors to do the same.



Don’t leave small children unattended where coyotes are frequently seen or 
heard. If there are coyote sightings in your area, prepare your children for a 
possible encounter. Explain the reasons why coyotes live there (habitat/food 
source/ species adaptability) and what they should do if one approaches them 
(don’t run, be as big, mean, and loud as possible). By shouting a set phrase such 
as “go away coyote” when they encounter one, children will inform nearby adults 
of the coyote’s presence as opposed to a general scream. Demonstrate and 
rehearse encounter behavior with the children.

Never feed coyotes. Coyotes that are fed by people often lose their fear of 
humans and develop a territorial attitude that may lead to aggressive behavior. 
Try to educate your friends and neighbors about the problems associated with 
feeding coyotes. If you belong to a homeowner’s association or neighborhood 
watch, bring up the subject during one of the meetings.

Don’t give coyotes access to garbage. Keep garbage can lids on tight by 
securing them with rope, chain, bungee cords, or weights. Better yet, buy quality 
garbage cans with clamps or other mechanisms that hold lids on. To prevent 
tipping, secure the side handles to metal or wooden stakes driven into the 
ground. Or keep your cans in tight-fitting bins, a shed, or a garage.

Prevent access to fruit and compost. Keep fruit trees fenced, or pick up fruit that 
falls to the ground. Keep compost piles within a fenced area or securely covered. 
Cover new compost material with soil or lime to prevent it from smelling. Never 
include animal matter in your compost; it attracts coyotes. If burying food scraps, 
cover them with at least 12 inches of soil, and don’t leave any garbage above 
ground in the area—including the stinky shovel.

Fence extensions are required to keep coyotes from jumping over a 5-foot fence. 
Angle the top of a woven-wire fence out about 15 inches and completely around 
the fence. An effective fence extends below the surface, or has a wire apron in 
front of it to prevent digging.

Feed dogs and cats indoors. If you must feed your pets outside, do so in the 
morning or at midday, and pick up food, water bowls, leftovers, and spilled food 
well before dark every day.

Don’t feed feral cats (domestic cats gone wild). Coyotes prey on these cats as 
well as any feed you leave out for the feral cats.
Prevent the buildup of feeder foods under bird feeders. Coyotes will eat bird food 
and are attracted to the many birds and rodents that come to the feeders.

Keep dogs and cats indoors, especially from dusk to dawn. If left outside at night 
in an unprotected area, cats and small to mid-size dogs may be killed by coyotes. 
Pets can be easy prey for coyotes. Being raised by humans leaves them 
unsuspecting once they leave the safety of your home. If you suspect losing a 
dog or cat to a coyote, notify your neighbors. Once a coyote finds easy prey it will 
continually hunt in the area.

Modify the landscape around children’s play areas. Shrubs and trees should be 
pruned several feet above ground level so coyotes can’t hide in them. Keep 



deterrents nearby in times of increased sightings. An old hockey stick, broom, or 
a pile of stones near the play area can help prepare children for an encounter 
and will remind them of effective encounter behavior.

Build a coyote-proof fence. Coyotes don’t leap fences in a single bound but, like 
domestic dogs, they grip the top with their front paws and kick themselves 
upward and over with the back legs. Their tendency to climb will depend on the 
individual animal and its motivation. A 5-foot woven-wire fence with extenders 
facing outward at the top of each post should prevent coyotes from climbing over.

However, all coyotes are excellent diggers, and an effective fence needs to 
extend at least 8 inches below the surface, or have a galvanized-wire apron that 
extends out from the fence at least 15 inches.

Electric fences can also keep coyotes out of an enclosed area. Such a fence 
doesn’t need to be as high as a woven-wire fence because a coyote’s first 
instinct will be to pass through the wires instead of jumping over them. Digging 
under electric fences usually doesn’t occur if the bottom wire is electrified.

The “Coyote Roller” prevents coyotes from being able to get the foothold 
necessary to hoist them over a fence.
Alternatively, install a commercial device to prevent coyotes from being able to 
get the foothold necessary to hoist them over a fence.

Enclose poultry (chickens, ducks, and turkeys) in a secure outdoor pen and 
house. Coyotes will eat poultry and their eggs if they can get to them. Note: 
Other killers of poultry include foxes, skunks, raccoons, feral cats, dogs, bobcats, 
opossums, weasels, hawks, and owls.

To prevent coyotes from accessing birds in their night roosts, equip poultry 
houses with well-fitted doors and secure locking mechanisms. To prevent them 
from trying to go under the fence, stake the bottom of the fence flush to the 
ground, or line the bottom of the fence with bricks, fence posts, or similar items. 
For ways to prevent coyotes from digging under a fence or structure see.

To prevent coyotes and other animals from accessing poultry during the day, 
completely enclose outdoor pens with 1-inch chicken wire placed over a sturdy 
wooden framework.

Various ways to install a barrier to prevent coyotes from digging under chicken 
coops and similar places. To add to the life of the barrier, spray on two coats of 
rustproof paint before installation. Always check for utility lines before digging in 
an area. 

Lay large flat stones, concrete patio pavers, or 1/4-inch hardware cloth (held in 
place with stakes) on the surface of the soil next to a wall. The barrier forces 
coyotes to begin digging farther out and they will most likely give up in the 
process. b. Bend hardware cloth into an “L” shape and lay it in a trench so 
that the wire goes at least 1 foot below ground and 1 foot out from the wall.
c. Excavate a 3 x 3 inch trench along the side of a wall, and hammer 2-foot 



lengths of 1/2-inch rebar, spaced a few inches apart, into the ground. Cover the 
tops with concrete or dirt.
Keep livestock and small animals that live outdoors confined in secure pens 
during periods of vulnerability. All animals should be confined from dusk to dawn. 
(Temporary or portable fencing keeps livestock together so that they can be 
guarded more effectively.) During birthing season, keep young and vulnerable 
animals confined at all times. Do not use remote pastures or holding areas, 
especially when there has been a recent coyote attack. Remove any sick and 
injured animals immediately. Ensure that young animals have a healthy diet so 
that they are strong and less vulnerable to predators.

Livestock producers have discovered that scare devices, such as motion 
detectors, radios, and other noise makers, will deter coyotes—until they realize 
that they aren’t dangerous.

Note: Many ranchers now attempt to kill coyotes only when damage has 
occurred. If your property is the home territory of coyotes that don’t harm 
livestock, they will keep away other coyotes that are potential livestock killers. 
Coyotes also benefit ranchers and other property owners by helping control 
populations of mice, rats, voles, moles, gophers, rabbits, and hares.

Remove or bury dead livestock. Coyotes, with their keen sense of smell, quickly 
find dead animals. Cover the carcass with a minimum of 2 feet of soil.

For a large property with livestock, consider using a guard animal. There are 
specialty breeds of dogs that can defend livestock. Donkeys and llamas have 
also successfully been used as guard animals. As with any guard animal, pros 
and cons exist. Purchase a guard animal from a reputable breeder who knows 
the animal he or she sells. Some breeders offer various guarantees on their 
guard animals, including a replacement if an animal fails to perform as expected.

Lethal Control
If all efforts to dissuade a problem coyote fail and it continues to be a threat to 
humans, or animals in their care, the animal may have to be killed.

In suburban areas of southern California, trapping and euthanizing coyotes has 
been shown not only to remove the individual problem animal, but also to modify 
the behavior of the local coyote population. When humans remove a few 
coyotes, the local population may regain its fear of humans in areas where large 
numbers of humans are found. It’s neither necessary nor possible to eliminate 
the entire population of coyotes in a given area. Contact your local wildlife office 
for additional information.

Public Health Concerns
Coyote diseases or parasites are rarely a risk to humans, but could be a risk to 
domestic dogs in Washington. Anyone handling a coyote should wear rubber 
gloves, and wash their hands well when finished.

Canine distemper, a disease that affects domestic dogs, is found in our coyote 
populations. Have your dogs vaccinated for canine distemper to prevent them 



from contracting the disease. (For more information on canine distemper, see 
“Public Health Concerns” in Raccoons.)

Canine parvovirus, or “parvo” is another disease that affects domestic dogs and 
is found in our coyote populations. Parvo vaccinations have helped to control the 
spread of this disease. Despite being vaccinated, some dogs—especially 
puppies and older domestic dogs—still contract and die from parvo.

Parvo is usually spread to coyotes and domestic dogs by direct or indirect 
contact with infected droppings. Exposure to domestic dogs occurs where dogs 
assemble, such as parks, dog shows, kennels, pet shops, and where they have 
contact with coyotes. Contact your veterinarian for vaccination information if your 
dog is ill.

Mange occurs in coyote and red fox populations in the Washington. Mange is 
caused by a parasitic mite that causes extreme irritation when it burrows into the 
outer layer of the animal’s skin. The mite causing mange is fairly species-specific, 
and thus it would be difficult for a human to contract mange from an infected wild 
animal.

If a person is bitten or scratched by a coyote, immediately scrub the wound with 
soap and water. Flush the wound liberally with tap water. In other parts of North 
America coyotes can carry rabies. Contact your physician and the local health 
department immediately. If your pet is bitten, follow the same cleansing 
procedure and contact your veterinarian.

Legal Status
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife does not classify coyotes as 
game animals, but a state license is required to hunt or trap them (RCW 
77.32.010). The owner, the owner's immediate family, employee, or a tenant of 
real property may kill or trap a coyote on that property if it is damaging crops or 
domestic animals (RCW 77.36.030). A license is not required in such cases. 
Check with your county and/or local jurisdiction for local restrictions. Except for 
bona fide public or private zoological parks, persons and entities are prohibited 
from importing a coyote into Washington State without a permit from the 
Department of Agriculture and written permission from the Department of Health. 
Persons and entities are also prohibited from acquiring, selling, bartering, 
exchanging, giving, purchasing, or trapping a coyote for a pet or export (WAC 
246-100-191).
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