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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
From Peter Roppo

Over the past two years it has been my pleasure to serve as President of the 
MONTREUX Homeowners Association. Working with the Montreux Board of Directors, I 
have enjoyed helping to safeguard the interests of our great community. 
Effective with our annual, MONTREUX-HOA meeting, I will look forward to welcoming 
the next HOA President. As is the custom, I will remain active as an advisor to the 
Board.
Thank you all for your support of my Presidency, for your cooperation in our 
community's joint endeavors and for your friendship.

FROM JUDY FENYK-MELODY 
Vice President, MONTREUX HOA

Dear Neighbors,
The purpose of this letter is threefold.  
(1) The Homeowner’s Association Board of Directors (HOA-BOD) had a meeting with 

the Issaquah Police Department regarding the recent string of home thefts in our 
area.   We want to share this discussion and their recommendations.

(2) We NEED  you to become active in the HOA.  We have several long-time BOD 
members retiring this year after many years of contribution to this amazing 
community.   We need a BOD Vice President, Secretary and Landscape Committee 
Chair.

(3) On behalf of the BOD, I request your attendance and participation at the Montreux 
Homeowner’s Association Annual Member’s Meeting being held April 18, 2012.

HOME THEFTS
On March 7, 2012,  Montreux HOA-BOD had a  meeting with two members of the 
Issaquah Police Department, Corporal Bill Jarrell and Officer Ron Adams.  The purpose 
of their attendance at this meeting was to update the BOD on the recent home thefts in 
our community.  In addition, they gave us suggestions for ways to help protect our 
homes & community and ways to help the police investigations of neighborhood crime.  
     The following is a summary of the home thefts:
• Two have occurred (Feb. 22 and 28, 2012) in Montreux
• Both occurred between Monday and Friday during typical working hours
• Both indicated the homes had been canvassed prior to the theft
• Neither time were the homeowners in the home during the theft




The following is a summary of the police recommendations for protecting your home:
• Be good neighbors- get to know your neighbors 

• Email or call your neighbors if you see anything of concern; keep their email and 
phone information readily accessible

• Get together socially with your neighbors, at least yearly
• Keep a watch on each other’s homes, especially during extended trips from home. 

(You may also call and let the police know that you will be away from home during 
this time.)

• Ask your neighbors to secure newspapers or packages should they arrive during 
your vacation

• Keep your windows and doors locked when away
• Keep your garage doors closed
• At night, keep your driveway and other outdoor lights on from dusk to dawn.  

Driveway lights are a CC&R requirement for homeowners.  The additional outdoor 
illumination against your home is also a very good home security tool.  Flood lights 
that are activated by motion are also good home security tools.

• Consider adding home security system with video (i.e., Costco) and remote monitoring 
and alerting via your iPhone, iPad or Android phone.

• If your home has a security system, make sure it has central monitoring and is 
activated when you leave your home; post home security signs outside your home

Issaquah Police Department has one of the fastest response times in our area.   The 
police are here to help us.  If you notice anything unusual, such as unrecognized people 
or vehicles in your neighborhood, call the police and take pictures or video of the 
people/vehicles and provide to the police.  Remember, Issaquah does not allow 
solicitation without a permit; if there is a solicitor, request to see their permit; do not 
allow solicitors into your home
CALL FOR NEW MEMBERS OF THE MONTREUX BOARD
The recent thefts are a real concern, and this should remind you of why you need to be 
involved in the community.  We need to become better neighbors.  We need to get to 
know each other.  How better to do this than to become an active volunteer with the 
BOD.? If you are interested in getting involved on the BOD, please let me know.  My 
email address is jfenyk@gmail.com and home phone number is 425.679.6463.
MONTREUX ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING - Lewis Creek Park - April 18th
Whether you have an interest in being on the BOD or just learning more about our HOA, 
please come to our Annual HOA members meeting on April 18, 2012 from 7:00-9:00 
pm at Lewis Creek Park, 5808 Lakemont Blvd. SE.   We have several BOD members 
retiring from the BOD after many years of volunteerism and contribution to our 
community.  Please come and thank them for their dedication and service.  
In addition to the standard agenda for this meeting (budget review, capital expenses-
project updates, and election of new BOD officers and members, we will have the 



Issaquah Police Department represented at this meeting for Community Updates and 
Questions/Answers.  
MONTREUX home owners are invited to suggest agenda items for the meeting. 
Please email your agenda item ideas to jfenyk@gmail.com by April 3rd.
Please  remember--Stay Safe.  Get to know your neighbors! Join the BOD. 
Respectfully,
Judy Fenyk-Melody
Vice President, Montreux Homeowner’s Association
Board of Directors

CC&R Committee Report
Dear Homeowners,
After four years of service I will be retiring from the CCR chair at the end of this fiscal 
year and a new Chairman will be appointed and then stand for election with the other 
board members at the April annual meeting.
I have enjoyed my tenure in what is an active position dealing with all manner of issues 
that range from barking dogs, noisy home musicians, loud wind chimes to overgrown 
yards and garbage cans in the front yard, but I am currently working in Portland and 
could not fully execute all my duties as timely as I would wish. Fortunately most of these 
situations are resolved with a note or my stopping by and I look forward to helping the 
new CCR chairman if he requires my help.
Regards
John Bryon

GROUNDS & LANDSCAPE REPORT
Spring is technically here, with its promise of warmer weather and the beginning of our 
growing season in the Northwest.  First crocuses and daffodils emerge, then tulips, then 
our wonderful state flower, the coast rhododendron.  We always have something 
beautiful to behold in springtime.
      It is time to clean up the garden tools, then plan what needs to be done in your yard 
now so it will make you (and your neighbors) happy through the summer. From 
scrubbing pots, replacing old worn-out soil with fresh potting soil, to overseeding bare 
spots in lawns, many things that can be done this time of year until it is warm enough to 
install new plants. 



     The Montreux Landscape committee is making a major change this year. As many of 
you know, Myrt Nelson has been Landscape Chairman on the Montreux Board for 11 
years!  She has done an amazing job to ensure our development maintains the quality 
and beauty that helps keep up our property values, and gives us pleasure as we drive 
through the neighborhood.
     Myrt has decided that it is time for her to retire from her position as of the April 2012 
General Meeting.  She will be available to help with the transition for several months. 
She has been overseeing both the landscaping and irrigation for Montreux, but 
responsibilities could be divided among several residents, with one person overseeing 
the landscaping budget.
Please consider volunteering for this position or the committee. Otherwise, the 
alternative is to hire a professional management company to oversee the landscaping. 
This will probably raise the quarterly dues for all of us residents.  
If you are interested in being involved with the landscaping position in any way, 
please contact Myrt at 425-653-2145.

Montreux Waterfalls and Lakes Report
March 19, 2012

Lakes 
The fountain on Lake E has failed again, and WE Electric has it in the shop.  The initial 
repair estimate is $1,000.  Rather than repairing the pump again, WE Electric is looking 
into options for replacing the unit with a more reliable pump design.
 
Waterfalls
As you may have noticed, there is no water in the large waterfall right now.  We had to 
drain the pond because the large pump failed after only 5+ years of service.  The pump 
was removed by Pump-Tech on 3/6/12 and their inspection revealed that the pump was 
not wired correctly when it was last installed, resulting in an unbalanced loading on the 
motor which eventually ended in a bearing failure. The damage to the pump was 
extensive.  The technician at Pump Tech told me that he was amazed that the pump 
lasted that long under those adverse conditions.  We were given three options by Pump 
Tech: 1) repair the pump and motor at a cost of $5,700, 2) purchase a new pump at a 
cost of $8,000, or 3) install an “almost new” pump at a cost of $5,000.  All prices 
exclude installation and tax.  We elected to purchase the “almost new" pump, because it 
was identical to our old pump, had only been used for 30 days, was carefully inspected 
by Pump Tech and deemed as “good as new”, and was available for immediate 
installation.  The replacement pump was not installed immediately, because a careful 
inspection of the wet well revealed that there was quite a bit of sand and silt in the 
bottom of the wet well, even though we had taken steps previously to minimize sand 
infiltration into the wet well.  This infiltration of sand and silt was due to leaks in the 
lower wet well cover plates that had been installed.  It was decided to hold off on the 



installation of the replacement pump until the wet well repairs could be made and we 
could clean out the mud and silt in the bottom of the pond in hopes of minimizing the 
infiltration of silt and sand into the wet well where it could be sucked up by the pump. 
 AA Landscaping was hired to do this work and place a new fabric liner on the bottom of 
the pond and cover it with rocks.  The work on the bottom of the main pond was 
completed last weekend, and it looks great.  We should be very thankful to the quick 
response of AA Landscaping to this matter.  The final repairs to the wet well should be 
completed by mid-week, and we expect the main waterfall to be running again by the 
end of this week.  The ultrasonic water level sensors have been installed on both ponds, 
and the system has been connected with the new control panel. The control system can 
now be remotely monitored via the internet.
 Jerry Lilly
(206) 972-6919 (cell) 

   EDITORS' LETTER
By Doris & Duane Burke


We hope that you enjoy and find helpful this last 
MONTREUX News that we will be doing.
It has been a pleasure being of service to our great 

community and to making new neighborhood friends over the past 
two years through our volunteer editorship of the MONTREUX News & 
Alerts and other volunteer services. Although our regular volunteer 
services are over, we are happy to say that the many friendships will 
continue.
We are pleased to announce that Sally L. Goetsch, one of our many 
new friends and a regular News contributor, will now take-over as 
Editor of the MONTREUX News and Alerts.
 








FOR HELP

Recommended Service Providers
One or more Montreux residents have recommended the following - 

 
Yard Maintenance
Sear An, tel. 206-434-9684
Sam Barrett, Lakeside Landscaping, tel. 425-652-5534
Lotus Landscape Design, tel. 425-378-7789
http://www.lotuslandscapedesign.com/review.php
RB Landscaping, tel. 206-293-7769, 206-251-5436
House Numbers
Matt Ditmar, 253-886-0190
Curb Address numbers  -  "$25 and it's done"
Gutter Cleaning
Wayne Whitney, tel. 206-354-9406
Chad Sullivan, 425-444-2423,  unclechaddy@yahoo.com
 
House Cleaning
Brenda's Home Cleaning, tel. 206-293-7547, Brenda Aguilar - owner
               Homecleaningmakeover@gmail.com
Norma Palayo - owner, tel. 253-486-7172
Carpet Cleaning
George Andrew Sedlack, owner; office: 206-283-9915, cell: 206-730-5825
Dog Walking
Austin Melody, tel. 425-283-6480
Kate Rhodes, tel. 425-533-7720
 
Garage Doors
All City Door, Inc.,  tel. 425-865-8188
Ric’s Garage Door Repair, tel. 425-827-6257
 Electrical
WE Electric Contracting, tel. 425-508-6382, Jake Longfellow, Owner
Sprinklers Systems & Backflow Testing
Alpine Sprinklers, tel. 425-391-8701
 Painting
Antonio Roman, tel. 425-443-8590
Granite Countertops
Costco, tel. 425-313-0965 



Roofing Contractors
CERTIFIED CONTRACTORS, INC.
1551 127th Place NE, Bellevue, WA 98005
(425) 646-9441 (425) 451-3904 (Fax) (888) 206-3676 (Toll Free)
Medical & Dental Services
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, 507-538-1432,  gen. # tel. 507-284-2111
Dr. Robert L. Frye, Cardiologist
 
Overlake Clinic & Hospital, Bellevue, tel. 425-688-5000
Dr. Joseph W. Doucette, Cardiologist
Overlake Clinic, Issaquah,  tel. 425-313-0151
University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, tel. 206-598-3300



Dr. Michael Rizen, Ophthalmologist, Eye Clinic of Bellevue, tel.425-454-7912DD. Kris 
Swanson, Dentist, Overlake Clinic, Bellevue tel.425-454-4434
 
Accounting
Laurel Rich, Bettinger, Mifflin, Rich CPA Group, tel. 425-827-8771
Athletic Clubs
Bellevue Club & Hotel, Bellevue, tel. 425-454-4424
Sue Henderson, water aerobic instructor, 425-637-4610
Landscape Improvements
Lakeside Landscaping, Sam Barrett, owner, Tel. 425-652-5534
Legacy Landscaping, Tel. 425-391-3134 

Who to Call for Help
Montreux HOA Board Members

Peter Roppo
President

206-233-4470
peterroppo@gmail.com

Judy Fenyk-Melody
Vice President
425-679-6463

jfenyk@gmail.com
Jay Willenberg

Treasurer
425-641-1606

 jwillenberg@comcast.net
Susan Gardner

Secretary
425-644-4824

susan.gardner@comcast.net
 

Joe Preston
Past President & Advisor

425-641-1670
jpreston562@comcast.net

John Bryon
CC&Rs

425-614-0384
j_bryon@comcast.net


Doris & Duane Burke
MONTREUX News

425-985-3157
duaneburke@aol.com
dorisburke@aol.com

  
Charles Hayden

Web Site
425-522-3776

 cchayden@gmail.com
Bob Keilin

Government Affairs
425-746-2399

rkeilin@comcast.net
 

Jerry G. Lilly
Ponds & Falls
206-972-6919

jerry@jglacoustics.com
Jerry Mack

Architectural Control
425-641-3453

jerrymack06@comcast.net



Joseph Nee
Social Chairman

nee.zulin@gmail.com
Myrt Nelson

Grounds & Landscaping
425-653-2145  nelsonmyrt@gmail.com

 
Marty Nelson

Electrical & Lighting
425-891-1082

dmartynelson@gmail.com
  


 

EMPHASIS ON HOME SECURITY
In the light of recent home invasion burglaries in MONTREUX and 
surrounding communities this edition of the MONTREUX News is 
focused on ways you can guard against such crimes.
Following are home security related articles from the King County 
Sheriff's office and the Bellevue Police Department as well as 
guidance from the Sammamish Police Department and comments 
from MONTREUX homeowners. Tips from Issaquah Police also are in 
Judy Fenyk-Melody's letter to homeowners in this edition of the News.
 

Home Security Tips 
Contributed by King County Sheriff Office

 
Due to recent economic conditions, the amount of burglaries and 
thefts have increased in and around Seattle area (Kent, Renton, 
Redmond, Issaquah, Sammamish etc.). 
You and your home will not be safe unless you follow good security 
practices and make your home difficult for a burglar to enter.
Research shows that if it takes more than four or five minutes to break into a home, 
most burglars will go elsewhere. Many insurance companies provide discounts for 
devices that make a home safer (e.g., deadbolt locks, window grates, and alarms), so 
be sure to check with your representative.




Secure Your Home
Establish a routine to make certain that doors and windows are locked and alarm 
systems are turned on.
Never give information to unidentified telephone callers and announcing your personal 
plans in want ads or public notices (such as giving your address when advertising items 
for sale).
Keep all doors and windows locked, even if you are just going out "for a minute."
If a window is left open a few inches for ventilation, it should be locked to prevent 
someone from opening it more.
Lock gates, garages, and sheds after each use.
Store bicycles, mowers, etc. in a locked garage or shed, or secure them to some 
stationary point.
Keep your sports equipment inside the house when it''s not in use.
Don''t leave your garage door opener where it is easily accessible. Keep your vehicle 
registration, proof of insurance, and any other papers with your home address on them 
where a criminal is not likely to find them.
Remember that pet doors, crawl spaces, ventilation windows, and other openings 
should be secured. Also make sure that window air conditioners are installed securely 
and cannot easily be removed from the outside. 
Protect Your Keys
Don''t carry house keys on a key ring bearing your home address or leave house keys 
with your car in a commercial parking lot or with an attendant.
Don''t hide your keys in ''secret'' places outside your home—burglars usually know 
where to look.
Don''t leave your home keys on a chain with your vehicle keys when you use valet 
parking.
Don''t give maids, babysitters, valets, or others working in your home access to your 
home keys.
Know Who is at Your Door
Learn to recognize who belongs in your neighborhood, development, or apartment, i.e., 
residents, workers, guests, etc.
Know who''s at your door before opening it. Check photo registration card before 
dealing with any solicitors, peddlers, interviewers, etc. Be suspicious of persons making 
unsolicited offers of services.
Post a NO SOLICITING sign if you don''t want any solicitor to ring your door bell, knock 
on your door, or make any other sound to attract your attention.
Never let a stranger enter your home to use the telephone. Offer to make the call 
yourself in an emergency. 




Be Careful with Information
Don''t leave notes on your door when you are away from home.
Don''t give your name or whereabouts on your answering machine message. Never say 
you aren''t home.
Don''t discuss your finances or possessions with strangers.
Keep valuable papers, jewelry, etc. in a bank safe deposit box. Don''t store them at 
home unless you have a security closet or a safe that is well hidden and cannot be 
removed.
When in Doubt, Play it Safe
Call the police at 9-1-1 if you are at home and hear or see something suspicious. Don''''t 
take direct action yourself. An officer will be dispatched to your address even if you 
cannot speak or hang up.
Don''t go in or call out if you return home and suspect someone has broken into your 
home (e.g., if a window or screen is broken, a door is ajar, or a strange vehicle is parked 
in the driveway). Go to a neighbor''s home and call the police.
Identify Your Property
Etch your driver''s license number on any valuables that might be stolen. 
Photograph valuables that cannot be etched. 
Keep a detailed, up-to-date record of your valuables. Include type, model, serial 
number, and fair market value. 

Home Security Tips & Suggestions
Contributed by the Bellevue Police Department

Bellevue Police are suggesting ways you can help us prevent residential 
burglaries in your area. We do not have an exact description of the burglars. Their 
method of operation is to knock on the front door and if someone answers, they 
say they are looking for a lost pet or a friend’s home and move on.  If no one 
responds to the knock,  they go around to the back door and force their way in.
 
We would like to suggest some ideas that would help in deterring 
these burglars and keeping your neighborhood safe.
 



When there is a knock or a doorbell ring at your door: 
Look out the window and see if you recognize the person.
If you don’t have a window, ask “Who is there?’  and “Why.”
If you don’t recognize the person(s), don’t open the door or let them in.  But, do let them 
know you are there.
If you can, try to take a digital photo of the unknown person(s) knocking on your 
door and then forward me the photo( rchinn@bellevuewa.gov ) with date and 
time.  
If you see a questionable or unknown vehicle in the area take a picture of that and send 
it to me, and
Call 911 to report any suspicious actions or vehicles.
 
 
If you see a possible suspect walking to another home, call that house and suggest that 
they take the same precautions as you should: 
don’t open the door,
do verbally ask who is there and why,
do attempt to photograph any unknown visitors and
call 911 if you think the person’s actions are questionable    
 
Be a good neighbor.  If you see someone knocking on your neighbor’s door, try to 
photograph that person.  If you see the person(s) go around to the back of any 
residence call 9-1-1 immediately.  
 
I always recommend that you do not open the door to an unknown person but that you 
always verbally answer the person.  This lets a burglar know that someone is home.  
Remember you want that locked door between you and the stranger.  If you see 
something, try to catch their photo and send it in, but don’t try to catch the person on 
your own.
 
Recently, we caught members of a burglary ring because of great photographs sent in 
by an alert neighbor.  Hopefully, that ring will spread the news that Bellevue residents 
know what to do to prevent and identify burglars.
 
Ideas: keep a digital camera/ video camera near the front door or a window that would 
have a good view of the area you want to photograph/ video.  Please check out our web 
site at http://www.bellevuewa.gov/police-crime-prevention.htm for other crime 
prevention tips. 
 
Detective Richard Chinn 
Bellevue Police Department 
425-452-6915 
425-452-2812(fax) 
rchinn@bellevuewa.gov
 
_________________________________________________________________




Crime Alert: Sammamish Police Identify Trend 

in Local Vehicle/Home Break-ins
Police have seen some cases of vehicle prowlers getting home addresses from car 
registrations while people are shopping and immediately burglarizing the owner's home.
 
http://sammamish.patch.com/articles/crime-alert-sammamish-police-identify-trend-in-
local-vehicle-home-break-ins/media_attachments/edit?upload_started=1332273060
 
 Sammamish detectives have issued an alert, saying they have identified an emerging 
crime trend on the Eastside where thieves break into vehicles at large commercial 
stores, then immediately target the vehicle owner's home for a burglary based on the 
address listed on the vehicle registration.
 
So far, one Sammamish family has been affected, and police in Woodinville and 
Kirkland have also had cases in the last few days, says Sammamish Police Sergeant 
Jessica Sullivan. Though it's just beginning here, Sullivan says the police have seen this 
kind of targeting become a large problem in the past.
 
"We'd like to get the word out to people," Sullivan said, though thus far there have only 
been a handful of recent cases. 
Police urge people to report vehicle break-ins while shopping immediately, and to 
consider making a call to a friend or neighbor to keep an eye on your home.
 
She said police, as always, advise people not to leave valuables in their vehicles, and if 
you have a locking glove box or other way to keep the vehicle's registration from being 
found by thieves, take advantage of it. It is important to ensure that the registration is in 
the car whenever driving, however.
_______________________________________________________________ 

Home Owner Suggestions
Anti-Smash & Grab Film
Submitted by Kaye Gosse
We have tried to keep bushes near our windows cut back,
so as not to provide cover for someone trying to break in. However,
so that our dear neighbor, Frida doesn't have our A/C unit as her
bedroom view, we have created an arborvitae hedge which completely
obscures the laundry room window. We contacted a company that provides
window film to commercial properties, and they applied an " anti-smash-and-
grab " film to that and other lower windows. It would take someone several
minutes to impact that window, and the alarm would have gone off.




 
_______________________________________________________________
Thirteen Things Your Burglar Won't Tell You
Submitted by Fred Lester
Subject: 13 THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU..read to end
Never would have thought about a car alarm at the end it explains....
1. Of course I look familiar. I was here just last week cleaning your carpets, painting 
your shutters, or delivering your new refrigerator. 
2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was working in your yard last 
week. While I was in there, I unlatched the back window to make my return a little 
easier. 
3. Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste... and taste means there are nice 
things inside. Those yard toys your kids leave out always make me wonder what type of 
gaming system they have. 
4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the driveway. And I might leave a 
pizza flyer in your front door to see how long it takes you to remove it.. 
5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor to create car and foot tracks into 
the house. Virgin drifts in the driveway are a dead giveaway. 
6. If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, don't let your alarm company install 
the control pad where I can see if it's set. That makes it too easy. 
7. A good security company alarms the window over the sink. And the windows on the 
second floor, which often access the master bedroom - and your jewelry. It's not a bad 
idea to put motion detectors up there too. 
8. It's raining, you're fumbling with your umbrella, and you forget to lock your door - 
understandable. But understand this: I don't take a day off because of bad weather. 
9. I always knock first. If you answer, I'll ask for directions somewhere or offer to clean 
your gutters. (Don't take me up on it.) 
10. Do you really think I won't look in your sock drawer? I always check dresser 
drawers, the bedside table, and the medicine cabinet. 
11. Here's a helpful hint: I almost never go into kids' rooms. 



12. You're right: I won't have enough time to break into that safe where you keep your 
valuables. But if it's not bolted down, I'll take it with me. 
13. A loud TV or radio can be a better deterrent than the best alarm system. If you're 
reluctant to leave your TV on while you're out of town, you can buy a $35 device that 
works on a timer and simulates the flickering glow of a real television. (Find it http://
www.faketv.com/
8 More Things Your Burglar Won't Tell You
1. Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake. I 
do my best to never, ever look like a crook. 
2. The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy neighbors. 
3. I'll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one 
loud sound, he'll stop what he's doing and wait to hear it again... If he doesn't hear it 
again, he'll just go back to what he was doing. It's human nature. 
4. I'm not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system 
and leave your house without setting it? 
5. I love looking in your windows. I'm looking for signs that you're home, and for flat 
screen TVs or gaming systems I'd like. I'll drive or walk through your neighborhood at 
night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets. 
6. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It's easier than you think to 
look up your address. 
7. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little 
fresh air. To me, it's an invitation. 
8. If you don't answer when I knock, I try the door. Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and 
walk right in. 
Sources: Convicted burglars in North Carolina, Oregon, California, and Kentucky ; 
security consultant Chris McGoey, who runshttp://www.crimedoctor.com/and Richard T. 
Wright, a criminology professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, who interviewed 
105 burglars for his book Burglars on the Job 
Protection for you and your home
If you don't have a gun, here's a more humane way to wreck someones evil plans for 
you. (I guess I can get rid of the baseball bat.): 



Wasp Spray
A friend who is a receptionist in a church in a high risk area was concerned about 
someone coming into the office on Monday to rob them when they were counting the 
collection. She asked the local police department about using pepper spray and they 
recommended to her that she get a can of wasp spray instead. 
The wasp spray, they told her, can shoot up to twenty feet away and is a lot more 
accurate, while with the pepper spray, they have to get too close to you and could 
overpower you. The wasp spray temporarily blinds an attacker until they get to the 
hospital for an antidote. She keeps a can on her desk in the office and it doesn't attract 
attention from people like a can of pepper spray would. She also keeps one nearby at 
home for home protection... Thought this was interesting and might be of use. 
From Another Source
Wasp and hornet spray
On the heels of a break in and beating that left an elderly woman in Toledo dead, self 
defense experts have a tip that could save your life. 
Val Glinka teaches self-defense to students at Sylvania Southview High School . For 
decades, he's suggested putting a can of wasp and hornet spray near your door 
or bed. 
Glinka says, "This is better than anything I can teach them." 
Glinka considers it inexpensive, easy to find, and more effective than mace or pepper 
spray. The cans typically shoot 20 to 30 feet; so if someone tries to break into your 
home, Glinka says, "spray the culprit in the eyes".. It's a tip he's given to students for 
decades. It's also one he wants everyone to hear. If you're looking for protection, Glinka 
says look to the spray. 
"That's going to give you a chance to call the police; maybe get out." 
Maybe even save a life. 
Put your car keys beside your bed at night: 
Tell your spouse, your children, your neighbors, your parents, your Dr's office, the 
check-out girl at the market, everyone you run across. Put your car keys beside your 
bed at night. 
If you hear a noise outside your home or someone trying to get in your house, just 
press the panic button for your car. The alarm will be set off, and the 
horn will continue to sound until either you turn it off or the car 
battery dies. This tip came from a neighborhood watch coordinator. Next time you 
come home for the night and you start to put your keys away, think of this: It's a security 



alarm system that you probably already have and requires no installation. Test it. It will 
go off from most everywhere inside your house and will keep honking until your battery 
runs down or until you reset it with the button on the key fob chain. It works if you park 
in your driveway or garage. If your car alarm goes off when someone is trying to break 
into your house, odds are the burglar/rapist won't stick around. After a few seconds all 
the neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who is out there and sure enough 
the criminal won't want that. And remember to carry your keys while walking to your car 
in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way there. This is something that should 
really be shared with everyone. Maybe it could save a life or a sexual abuse crime. 
P.S. I am sending this to everyone I know because I think it is fantastic. Would also be 
useful for any emergency, such as a heart attack, where you can't reach a phone. My 
Mom has suggested to my Dad that he carry his car keys with him in case he falls 
outside and she doesn't hear him. He can activate the car alarm and then she'll know 
there's a problem. 
Please pass this on even IF you've read it before. It's a reminder. 
Please share this with all the people in your life.
The Cell Phone to Discourage Strangers
Submitted by Viola Ong 
We had two guys came around Col de Vars block and stopped at our house late 
afternoon...   They started to come  up our long driveway.   I went into the kitchen and 
grab my phone before I started back to the door, when I  did,  they disappeared.    We 
were suspicious of these two guys after the fact.   It may not be anything, but I’d hate to 
take chances. 
Whenever a stranger comes ringing my doorbell, I grab the phone and start talking 
before my husband or I go to the door, to see who it is.   (I would keep talking).   We/I 
may or may not open the door, and they can see that I am online.   They would have 
second thoughts if it’s not a legit call to this house..  
 Resident in Col de Vars
Help Your Neighbors
Submitted by Gene Brandli
As a supplement to the crime prevention tactics offered by the police I have also 
suggested to my neighbors that if they feel at all uncomfortable when coming home that 
they call ahead to enable someone to 'be on the lookout' for trouble. Asking a neighbor 
to help you or go with you when entering your home is also something that might be 
helpful. I suppose these are all things that are part of 'Neighborhood Watch' programs, 
something we might all want to learn more about! How is the Home Owner's Association 
addressing these issues? Is there a separate 'committee' for dealing with security? 
Thanks.




A strategy Criminals are Using
Submitted by Jerry Mack
A friend of mine forwarded this report.
Hi all, just a heads up on the latest method on getting into your house.
 
FYI - I received an e-mail from two Meerwood homeowners regarding a robbery this AM 
(Today, Friday, March 16) - one included details reprinted below - circumstances are 
kind of alarming.  A reminder to be vigilant.
 
Here's what one e-mail detailed:
Got a call from a close friend in South Cove. Their next door neighbor's house was 
broken into and robbed at around 10:45 this morning.  Story is that the robbers broke 
into their car parked at Costco; got the registration and figuring they would be a while at 
Costco, drove to the house.  Broke in through the back sliding glass doors, got away 
with jewelry, gold and laptops.  They had parked in the driveway (so bold!!) so a 
neighbor wrote down the license noting it was a strange car.  5 Issaquah Police cars 
arrived too late but at least they have the license plate #.
Be careful! Be vigilant...pass the word.
Hopefully together we'll make our neighborhoods safer..."






 



