
Montreux HOA
ANNUAL MEETING

Wednesday, April 18, 2012
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Lewis Creek Center

Board Members In Attendance
Judy Fenyk-Melody, Joe Preston, Peter Roppo, Myrt Nelson, Marty Nelson, Bob Keilin,
Jerry Mack, Jay Willenberg, Duane Burke, Doris Burke, Charles Hayden, Jerry Lilly,
John Kuechle, Susan Gardner

Forty-three homeowners were in attendance, including the board members.

Peter Roppo, HOA President, conducted the meeting.  The meeting started at 7:10 p.m.
and adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

ACC
Jerry Mack introduced himself and discussed the Architectural Control Committee.  He
requested that the ACC be notified a week ahead of the beginning of a project; for
instance, if someone is wanting to start an exterior painting job on a Friday, the ACC
should be notified the Friday before.

Electrical
Marty Nelson introduced himself.  In addition to electrical, he helps Jerry Lilly with
waterfalls, works on the mailboxes, and compiles the Montreux directory.

Government Liason
Bob Keilin discussed his position on the board.  He welcomed the homeowners to notify
him if they ever have issues or need help with anything.

Vice President
Judy introduced herself, and notified everyone that she has been nominated to be next
year’s president.  She requested that the other homeowners consider volunteering as
board members, especially because a few senior board members will be leaving.

Website
Charles, our webmaster, discussed our website, montreux-hoa.org.

Landscaping
Myrt introduced herself and her assistant, Chris Steele.  She announced that David
Melody has volunteered to be in charge of irrigation.  One-third of the updating of the
irrigation system has been done this year.  Plants for the seasonal color plantings will be
chosen next week.  This Saturday the neighborhood is having a cleaning project at 10:00
a.m.  Bob Steele will pressure wash the large wall at the entrance to the neighborhood –
this wall is faux stucco and needs special care.  More volunteers are requested to do
things such as clean the monuments.  A request was also made for people to be on the



landscaping committee.  Seven trees have been replaced lately because of car accidents,
etc.

Past President and Advisor/NGPE
Joe President is stepping down as he will be moving from the neighborhood.  He
requested that homeowners step up to volunteer – It is fun and rewarding, and you also
end up making some good friends.  Regarding cutting down trees, he reminded us that if
a tree is six inches or more in diameter, that permission must be received from the city
before cutting it down.  Also, if you live on the NGPE, it’s important not to go into that
area.  However, if you notice that your home may be in danger of a tree falling on it, be
sure to call the City to get permission to cut the tree down.

Newsletter
Duane and Doris Burke thanked everyone who has contributed articles to the newsletter.
Sally Lindberg has now taken over that position.

Financial
Jay Willenberg talked about Montreux:  242 homes, the HOA started in 1997, and it’s a
not-for-profit association.  The dues started at $135/quarter, and they have been $225
since 2005.  Most of the money to operate the neighborhood comes from dues, interest,
and late fees, and it is spent on maintenance, such as landscaping, keeping the waterfalls
in good order, insurance, utilities, yearly neighborhood barbecue, capital expenses, etc.
The homeowners that live on the lakes pay to maintain them.  The capital reserve fund is
used for larger items, such as the mailbox replacement (done a few years ago),
replacement of the waterfall pump, major electrical fixture replacement, irrigation
system, monuments, lake dredging, etc. Montreux has never had a special assessment.

Each year we hire a CPA who reviews our financials and gives us a report.  A motion
was made that in lieu of a formal audit, we have the CPA review again this year. The
motion was seconded and the majority present were in favor.

Ponds and Waterfalls
Jerry Lilly presented his report on the Montreux ponds and waterfalls.  A new pump will
be purchased for “Lake E” because the old one has recently failed.  All pumps will be
replaced as they fail.  Fountain light bulbs are also replaced as needed.  Each summer we
treat the ponds to control algae and to keep the water clear.  The lakes were inspected in
2009, and the conclusion was that our ponds were some of the best, and that drudging
wasn’t necessary.  They should stay this way unless dirt and debris goes in during heavy
rains.  We have two waterfalls at the entrance; a large and small.  Waterfall pumps shut
down at night to save electricity.  We had a leak in the west pond in October, and it was
fixed by AA Landscaping.  A new control panel was installed at the waterfalls earlier this
year that permits remote monitoring, so Jerry can keep track of how it is working even
when he is out of town.  We have also installed a newer pump.  During the time that the
pump was down, WE Electric pressure washed the entire waterfall, and AA Landscaping
cleaned out the bottom of the pond, and added a new fabric liner and new rocks.  The
waterfall now looks better than ever, and all systems are now operating as designed.  WE



Electric also did a great job with the control panel.  Both WE Electric and AA
Landscaping did fantastic work for us in a timely manner.

- - - - - - - - -
A homeowner reminder us of the importance of having visible street address numbers on
their houses, for deliveries, emergency situations, etc.

Board Members
Peter thanked the exiting board members.  The new board members introduced
themselves.  John Kuechle, our new CC&R Chair, talked about his plan to send two
letters, and then visit the offending homeowner if necessary.  Bob Wilburn will be
replacing Jerry Mack as the ACC Chair.  Judy will be the new president.

Ballots were distributed, and everyone voted on the new board.  All present were in favor
of the new board members, as follows:

President Judy Fenyk-Melody
Vice President Jerry Mack
Treasurer Jay Willenberg
Secretary Open
Past President/Advisor Peter Roppo
ACC Bob Wilburn
CC&R’s John Kuechle
Landscaping Myrt Nelson
Ponds & Waterfalls Jerry Lilly
Electrical/Facilities Marty Nelson
Government Affairs Bob Keilin
Website Charles Hayden
Newsletter Sally Lindberg
Social Joseph Nee

Two Issaquah police officers joined the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Montreux had two
burglaries in February, quite close to each other.  Lakemont was having more burglaries
at that time.  One Montreux culprit was identified through a security camera.  A string
has been going on, and two people have been arrested.  Overall this area is quite safe, and
we shouldn’t be overly concerned.  There is a solicitor’s ordinance in town.  Any
charitable organization, such as Girl Scouts, Mormon missionaries, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
etc. do not need a permit.  Those soliciting for profit do need a permit, except for Seattle
Times’ representatives and some other exceptions.  A permit is not necessarily in the
form of a card, but is usually on a typed piece of paper.  Solicitors may not come by after
5:00 p.m.  Regarding using deadly force, any use of force needs to be justified - if you are
in fear for your safety or the safety of someone else in your home.  You can only use
deadly force to protect life (not to protect your property.)  One homeowner mentioned
that a “No Solicitors” sign helps to keep strangers away.  What’s best to do when you are
in bed and you here someone breaking in?  The police said the best thing is to call 911
and then let the intruder know that you are there, for instance by shouting, “Who’s
There?”  Try to call 911 from a landline - You don’t even need to say anything, and the



police can find your house.  There are two reasons for alarm systems:  (1) To scare
burglars away from your house when they hear an alarm, (2) a silent alarm that sends
police there.  The officers feel the loud alarm is the best deterrent.  Also put signs in your
yard and on your front door.  Some cities, such as Medina, have a video system with
license plate recognition, checking to see if there are stolen cars driving through the
neighborhood.  There is a sign at the entrance to The Reserve saying that you are being
videotaped. Do not post on Facebook if you are going to be out of town.  Don’t leave
valuable items in sight within your car. Keep your car registration in your wallet, and
make a copy for other drivers to keep in their wallets. Burglars are mainly targeting cash,
electronics, credit cards, and jewelry (not checks very much any more.)
Neighbors/citizens need to be the eyes and ears for each other.  If you want police
vacation checks (usually once-a-week,) you must request this in person at the Records
office. Most of Issaquah’s crimes are property crimes, not major crimes.

Respectfully submitted:
Susan Gardner
April 18, 2012


