
Montreux HOA Ponds and Stormwater Report – September 8, 2021 

 

Pond Maintenance 

Northwest Aquatic Ecosystems performed pond maintenance on August 31st.  They removed vegetation 
on all three ponds per HOA guidance consistent with our CC&R’s.  Lake E and Lake H had a minor 
amount of vegetation removed.  In previous years, on Lake F, the previous pond focal requested a 
significant amount of vegetation be retained in the pond.  As a result, Lake F has had significantly more 
vegetation than Lake E and Lake H combined.  Most current residents on Lake F requested this 
vegetation be removed.  Lake F requires multiple return visits because of the amount of vegetation that 
was requested to be removed this year.  There are also mounds of organic material where cattails and 
bullrush were treated/removed.   Because of the cost associated with manually removing these mounds, 
the recommendation is to wait until further pond cleaning is determined to be appropriate. 

Note: while old plat drawings list the stormwater tracts as “NGPE”, they have not been treated as NGPE 
by the Association for the last 25 years.  In October 2019, David Favour from the City of Issaquah 
reaffirmed that the stormwater tracts were not NGPE.  Unfortunately, consistent record keeping by the 
City and the Association is lacking, so this question continues to arise from time to time. 

 

Additional background:  Per CC&R Section 6.2.7: “The Association or its appointees shall clean the Lakes 
of all debris, wild grasses, tree shoots, leaves and other deleterious or harmful materials of whatever 
kind twice each calendar year, once in March and once in October (or at such other times as the 
Association determines is appropriate). Siltation and mud buildups in the Lakes shall be removed by a 
qualified professional selected by the Association at such times as the Association determines is 
appropriate or the City of Issaquah so requires.” 

For many years the Association has chosen not to remove vegetation twice per year.  We have been 
assured by Doug Dorling, head aquatic biologist at Northwest Aquatic Eco Systems, that the vegetation 
in our ponds is well within reason for stormwater systems like ours, and that vegetation removal is at 
the discretion of the Association.  Based on input from lake residents, the Association has chosen to 
retain a small amount of cattails, bullrush and/or ferns on each pond.    


