
 

Montreux Homeowners’ Association Meeting Minutes 

Date:  July 13, 2022, 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

Location: Union Bank 

 

Attendees from Board and Committee Chairs:  

Joyce Stewart - President 
 

Hamid Koohpai – Social Chair 
 

Jan Rogers – Vice President 
 

Al Dimakis - ACC + NGPE 
 

Mona Khanuja - CCRs Carrie Blanton - Ponds & Stormwater 
 

Susan Glicksberg - Government Affairs 
 

Suresh Kumar – Co-Chair of Electrical 
 

Cristian Gal – Website  
 

David Lee – Co-chair of Electrical 
 

 

 

Absent 

Jerry Lilly – Waterfalls, Electrical 
 

Frank Yandrasits – Treasurer  
 

Judy Norman – Landscaping 
 

Warren Hansen - Irrigation 

Kaye Gosse – Newsletter 
 

Donna Whitehead - Secretary 
 

 

Homeowners 

Jay Willenberg 
 

Nancy Koohpai 

 

  



Secretary – Jan Rogers submitted minutes for Donna Whitehead 
The Board reviewed the June 8, 2022 minutes. A correction will be made to the CCRs chair’s 
name to Mona Khanuja. A motion to approve the June 8, 2022 minutes was made by Mona 
Khanuja and seconded by Al Dimikas. The motion passed unanimously. 

President’s Report – Joyce Stewart 
• The City of Issaquah and the builder of the Isola homes reached an agreement to 

replace the trees. The HOA will be compensated for the cost of the trees. 
• Contacted real estate listing agents to notify potential and new owners of our CC&Rs, 

especially with a focus on the necessity of working lamp posts dusk to dawn for security 
reasons as there are no streetlights in our neighborhood. 

• Thanked committees for helping meet their goals by working together outside Board 
meetings. This allows chairs to be innovative, prepared, bring results to Board 
meetings, and build on past results for a much better community. 

 
Treasurer – Frank Yandrasits 
There was no treasurer’s report. The July treasurer’s report was emailed to Board and 
committee members prior to the meeting and the redacted charts will be posted on the HOA 
website.  
 
Landscaping – Judy Norman 
Volunteers cleared weeds and ivy in many of the common areas. The Gift a Trees are being 
watered during the hot season. Judy and Joyce met with Plantscapes to provide feedback 
regarding pruning and edging.  
 
Irrigation – Warren Hansen 
Broken heads on Champery have been replaced. Controllers have been turned on to begin 
summer watering. The valve and valve box for Controller 8-13 has been replaced. Volunteers 
cleared sprinkler heads on south side of Montreux Drive down to Eiger. 
 
Waterfalls – Jerry Lilly  
Both waterfalls are working fine with on-going maintenance. The falls have used less water this 
calendar year due to our extensive rain this spring.  After much research and discussion, two 
warning signs for vandalism were approved to be placed at the waterfalls. The Board agreed not 
to put one at the very top but close to the side of the shed and one below the large falls. Joyce 
will work with Jerry Lilly to ensure the correct language is used for the second sign. 
 
Electrical – Suresh / David 

• The Board accepted WE Electric’s proposal to reimburse the HOA $1590 for 3 missed 
VPD light locations in 2016 ($530 each). Joyce reminded Board members that Jake held 
meetings with Board members at no charge. In addition, she mentioned WE Electric may 
decide not to partner with Montreux Board in the future. 

• An estimated cost of $16K was presented for upgrading the remaining 41 fixtures in 
2023. 

• A recommendation was made to create a maintenance plan and replacement cycle. 
• To fix the 14 Montreux monument entrance lights, the estimated cost was $6K. 

 
NGPE and Architectural Controls Committee (ACC) – Al Dimakis 



Al explained the work the NGPE committee has been doing related to developing a transparent 
process for removing the remaining hazard trees. New information related to what level of tree 
can be removed was recently received from City of Issaquah staff. 

Based on the new information from City of Issaquah, the Board asked Al Dimakis to bring a 
procedure for removing trees in the NGPE to the August meeting. 

During this month, there were four requests for tree removals, and one request for installation of 
an A/C Heat Pump. 
 
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs) – Mona Khanuja (reported by Jan 
Rogers) 

• Nineteen homeowners were contacted by phone calls, emails, and letters regarding their 
inoperable lamp posts, and all but one have been repaired. 

• Additionally, six homeowners received letters requesting their front landscape be 
cleaned up.  

 
Ponds & Stormwater– Carrie Blanton 
A homeowner on Lake E provided Carrie Blanton a request to remove the bullfrogs on Lake E.   
 
Joyce reminded the Board that previous Board members approved a procedure at the July 13, 
2021 Board meeting that states, “Homeowners may control bullfrogs using any legal method 
(reference WAC 229-416-120 Bullfrogs) that does not violate our CC&Rs (i.e. angling, hand dip 
netting or gigging) in the lake along their property or neighboring property with their neighbor's 
permission. Homeowners may hire a Wildlife Control Operator (WCO) with prior HOA Board 
approval to control bullfrogs. The approved plan must be communicated to affected lake 
residents in advance.  If bullfrogs are taken in any other manner, a case specific permit must be 
obtained from Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and presented to the Board for approval. Any 
associated costs are the responsibility of the hiring homeowner(s).” Joyce included the 
language in the June 2022 newsletter. 
 
Carrie shared the homeowner’s plan that included following the procedure. The only discussion 
item was the importance of following the exact procedure and Carrie informing homeowners on 
Lake E in advance of the work. Since the homeowner planned to follow the approved 
procedure, no Board members objected to the request. 
 
Government Affairs – Susan Glicksberg 
Board members have been communicating with the City of Issaquah staff to resolve a challenge 
related to caring for the storm water detentions ponds and other areas that are part of the storm 
water system in Montreux. In the last couple of decades, the HOA has not applied for permits or 
paid fees when removing debris or addressing other ongoing issues related to caring for the 
ponds or other areas. City of Issaquah staff recently informed the HOA that we are now required 
to apply for a permit when doing maintenance work in the stormwater ponds/areas. The cost per 
permit is $3300. Over time, this new requirement could result in significant costs to the HOA. 
Board members are exploring options to address this new requirement. 
 
Susan presented City of Issaquah’s options: 
 



Option 1 – Petition the City to remove the NGPE designation 
Pros: 

• Onetime fee 
• HOA can perform maintenance without City approval (permits) 

Cons: 
• Fee $10,500 plus a 5% technology surcharge (and possible additional 

            fees) 
• Must go to City’s Hearing Examiner and no guarantee of approval 

• Need to have agreement of all homeowners (Joyce stated that her understanding was 
not all homeowners needed to agree) Susan will get clarification 

Option 2 – Do not petition City to remove NGPE 

Pros: 
• Do not have to get all homeowners to agree 

Cons: 
• HOA must get a permit from the city each time we do maintenance – Fee 

approximately $3300 each time ($6600/yr 2 times per year maintenance)  
• Cannot remove tree that may damage the rockery as the tree is healthy and City 

cannot approve removal of a healthy tree from NGPE  
• The City communicated they have records of Montreux HOA paying fees for 

permits to maintain the lakes in the 1990s and into the early 2000s (Susan 
requested the records because no Board members remembers paying permit 
fees for caring for the stormwater system) 

• The City is working on a variance process for cases such as this that should be 
approved by October 

 
During Susan’s presentation, Jay Willenberg, who was attending the meeting as a homeowner, 
yelled, “Ask the homeowners.” Like in a prior meeting, Joyce reminded Jay not to yell at Board 
members during a meeting.  
 
After much discussion related to the various options, the Board will present the options to the 
HOA’s legal counsel and get guidance on next steps.  
 
Social – Hamid Koohpai  

• The garage sale is planned for Saturday, July 16, 9:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
• The first Summer Montreux Social will be at Al & Rachel Dimakis’ home on Friday, July 

15,  4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  
• Joyce Stewart will host the second one on Friday, August 5, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

 
The Fall Montreux Social will be September 10, 4– 7 p.m. at the Newport Hills Swim & Tennis 
Club. Joyce will send an email to homeowners with the details.  
 
Newsletter – Kay Gosse (absent) 
The schedule for the HOA Newsletter is three times a year, March, May & November. 
 



Other-Joyce Stewart 
Thanked Christian Gal for taking care of the website and helping with the technology at Union 
Bank. 
 
Summary of Actions 

• Al Dimakis will bring a NPGE procedure to the August meeting. 
• Jerry Lilly will order the signs for the waterfall. 

 
Next meeting: August 10, 2022 
 
 


