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Montreux homeowners: 
 
As I write this springtime update, snow is falling. I hope the slush outside will provide much-
needed water to our winter-thirsty plants. Despite the forecast, live like it is SPRING! 
 
Overall, the winter months in Montreux have been quiet and I just have a few updates and 
reminders: 

• Mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 12, at 7:00 p.m. Our annual homeowners’ 
meeting will be held at Lewis Park Visitor Center (5805 Lakemont Blvd SE, Bellevue). 
The purpose of the meeting is for homeowners to hear updates related to current and 
future Board and committee work. Nominations for Board officers and directors will be 
made from the floor at the meeting.  

• In a July email, I wrote, “I would like to update homeowners on a challenge the Board 
is working to resolve. For decades, the HOA has cared and been responsible (per our 
CC&Rs) for the storm water detention ponds (lakes) and other common areas that are 
part of the storm water system in our development. These systems must be maintained 
in order for storm water to move from the top of Cougar Mountain to Lake 
Sammamish. In the last couple of decades, we have not had to apply for permits or pay 
fees when removing debris or addressing other ongoing issues related to caring for the 
ponds or other common areas. City of Issaquah staff recently informed the HOA that 
we are now required to apply for a permit when doing maintenance work in the 
stormwater ponds/common areas. The cost per permit is $3300. Over time, this new 
requirement could result in significant costs to the HOA. Board members are exploring 
options to address this new requirement.” 
Update-The Board engaged a land use attorney to challenge the new requirement. Last 
month, we learned the City has backed away from the $3300 permit for each time we 
work in the common areas and is considering a five-year maintenance plan with a one 
time permitting fee of $3300. Currently, we are working on the details of the five-year 
maintenance plan and should have more specific updates by the annual meeting. 
Remember, all the areas you see Plantscapes mowing and trimming are common areas. 
Imagine the enormous costs this could have been to the HOA.  

• Springtime is a great time to refresh our yards. If each of us addresses a couple small 
areas, the results can be huge for our entire community. 

• In the last two years, we planted 26 new trees (24 on Village Park Drive and 2 on 
Montreux Drive). The trees require a lot of water and volunteers watered them last 
summer. Again, several homeowners have volunteered to water the trees this summer. 
Please help the volunteers by driving slowly on Village Park Drive. 

Thanks to each of you for choosing to live in our great community. 

Joyce Stewart, 
Montreux HOA President 
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Volunteers 
One of the better-known benefits of volunteering is the 
significant impact on our community. We have seen that in so 
many areas in Montreux. During the summer months, 
volunteers are needed at various times for small projects. When 
volunteers are needed, the Board will email homeowners with a 
description of the project and estimated amount of time it will 
take to complete the project.  
 
Thank You 
Thank you to the many homeowners who have emailed the 
Board prior to launching remodel projects or making 
substantial landscape changes. If you are planning summer 
projects that need approval, please email 
hoa.montreux@gmail.com. 
 
Trimming Tree Branches and Bushes 
If your property borders Village Park Drive and your tree 
branches and bushes are growing over the fence, please trim 
them back as soon as possible. The arborvitae hedges in our 
common areas compete with other trees for soil nutrients and 
water. If tree branches are covering the hedge, they die. 
 

 
 
Community Emergency Response Team Training 

                   
CERT training is designed to prepare you to help yourself, your 
family, and your neighbors in the event of a catastrophic 
disaster. The Spring 2023 CERT training will be held at Public 
Works (670 1st Ave. NE, Issaquah) on April 4, 6, 18, 20, 25, 
27, and May 2, 4, and 6 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. A nominal fee of 
$35 applies. CERT courses include: 

• Disaster preparedness 
• Disaster simulation 
• Fire suppression 
• Incident command 
• Light search and rescue 
• Medical triage 
• Terrorism 

Contact info@issaquahcitizencorps.org to register. 

Waterfalls 
Both waterfalls are finally back up and running again after 3 
months without water flow. The shutdown was due to a needed 
repair of the 15-horsepower pump serving the large waterfall. 
The system was shut down on November 11, 2022 because 
reduced flow was noticed and the pump was making a strange 
noise. Due to extremely cold weather and availability of our 
waterfall contractor, the pump was not removed and sent to the 
pump repair shop until December 16, 2022. The pump was 
disassembled and inspected, and we received a repair quotation 
of $5,795 ($4,489.84 for labor and $1,305.16 for materials) on 
January 25, 2023.  The cost of repair was approved by the 
HOA Board on January 28, 2023, and the pump was reinstalled 
in the wet well on February 14, 2023. After 24 hours to refill 
the pond with about 20,000 gallons of water, the pump was 
restarted on February 15, 2023.   
 
The total cost to pull the pump, repair, and reinstall will be 
approximately $9,600 (86% of this being labor). This pump is 
now 15 years old (11 years with the large falls), and we have 
spent $39,576 on it (including original purchase, previous 
servicing, and this most recent work). This works out to an 
average of $3,598/year if it fails again before the end of the 
year. If it lasts for another 5 years (as expected), the cost per 
year would drop to $2,473/year. The cost for power to run both 
pumps is $11,040 per year. The cost of the water to keep the 
falls running is about $171 per month. 
 
 

Removing the Pump for Repair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Installing the Refurbished Pump 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


